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during the past year. Let those to whom victory 
is given, receive it with gratitude and humility, 
remembering, with David, that ‘they got not 
the land in possession by their own sword, neither 
did their own arm save. them; but Tuy right 
hand, and THINE arm, because thou, O God, 
hadst a favor unto them.”’— I's. xliv. 3. And let 
the vanquished, in their reverses and misfortunes, 
see the finger of God, who, in each event of Prov- 
idence, admonishes us of his will. 

Our agents and friends, who have been ever 
ready at the beginning of each volume to pro- 
mote the circulation of the Guide, have sorely 
felt, during the past year, the crippling influ- 
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CLOSE OF THE VOLUME. 


THE present number closes the volume. It 
embraces a period that will constitute a memora-_ 
ble epoch in.the history of our country Thou- | 
sands upon thousands in. different sections of the 


land have been engaged in deadly conflict, and 
the number of the slain attest to the fierceness 
and earnestness with which it ,has been prose- 
cuted. While we honestly believe that in this 
struggle the government has done its duty, and 


nothing but its duty, we cannot dispel a feeling | 
of irrepressible sadness almost overwhelming, | 


Ilow many of the innocent have suffered with 
the guilty! Indeed, how few those who orig- 
inated and have kept alive this wicked rebellion 
have suffered at all! We hear the shouts of 
victory,— but at what a price have they been 
gained! Can a Christian heart dwell upon the 
details of such a struggle without pain? Think 
of the thousands hurried into their Maker’s pres- 
ence, with no saving knowledge of Christ, and 
under the influence of passions from which in 
our calmer moments we would recoil with dread. 
Think of the hatred and bitterness engendered, 
not only between combatants, but between the 
surviving friends of the slain, and the people 
represented by the armies which have made them 
desolate! Think of the homes laid waste, the 
families beggared, and the thousands that have 
abandoned themselves to a forgetfulness of God, 
and of his law, and what Christian heart can fail 
to feel? | 

Said a devout Christian, whom we visited a few 
days since, ‘I daily feel an increasing desire to 
vet to heaven.’ The burdens of life, it is true, 


had pressed sorely on her; but who has not, dur- 


ing the troubles of the past year, felt, in a meas- 
ure, at least, this sense of weariness? Thank God, 
there remaineth a rest for his people. But be 
not impatient, beloved. God will call you in due 
time. He has yet a work for you to do; the fiery 
ordeal is painful, but it will good. Have 
faith in God, and all will come out right. So 
we preach to ourselyes; so would we preach to 
others. We have no other refuge than the secret 
place of the Most High. We hope and believe 

‘that the sun of peace will soon arise on our dis- 
_ tracted country. But, come what may, the God 
of Jacob is our only and sufficient trust. Pray 
for peace, beloved; imbibe its spirit; infuse it in 
others, so far as it can be done without compro- 
mising principle, and labor to recover our Zion 
from the shock which has been given to its spirit- 
uality by the storm that has swept over the land 


ence of the war. We rejoice to see a better feel- 
ing among business men, and returning indica- 
tions of more cheering prospects | 

We hope our friends will take hold with a will, 
and roll us up a strong accession to our list. Let 
the work be immediately put in- motion, that we 
may know as early as possible what number to 
print of the forthcoming volume. 


THE bRITIsH PRoviINcES.— Our beloved con- 
Jrere, Rey. Bb. W. Gorham, is expecting to spend 
one or two moths in Visiting the churches in 
New Brunswick and vicinity. Though coming 
ostensibly for the purpose of circulating the Guide 
and our other publications on Holiness, he will 
be found ever ready, by preaching and personal 
effort, to spread the hallowed influence of sancti- 
fying truth. From what we heard through others 
of his labors in St. John, Frederickton, Charlotte 
Town, and other places he visited last year, we 

judge that the present visit will be hailed with 
| joy. Ue anticipates a visit to the Conference, in 
_ company with Rev. John MeMurray, Chairman 
| ofthe St. John District, where he hopes to form 
the acguaintance of the brethren. 


| SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH. — The second and 
last paper on this theme will be found in the 
present number. It is fromthe pen of Rey. 8. 
| Garfaft, England, and was published in the King’s 
iiighway, a-small monthly recently issued, of a 


similar Character to our own. We judge from a 


perusal of the article that the author is not a 
Wesleyan, and that he docs not heartily embrace 
the doctrine of the attainability of this high state 
of grace in this life.- Still the articles are well 
written, elaborate,sand contain many excellent 
things. 


THE PILGRim.—The music which we publish 
in the present number, under the above title, is 
from a forthcoming work, by Mr. A. Hull, enti- 
tled *‘Camp Meeting Melodist,’’ which will be 
published about the first of July, and will be for 
sale at 108 Tremont Street, and other music stores. 


Mr. Hull has got out some very popular melodies . 
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THE PILGRIM. 


A. HULL. 

4 


2. The thorn and the this - tle a- round me may grow, I would not lie 
| 4 i 


4 


murmur when tri-als are near? Be hushed, my dark spi -rit ; the 
down up - on ro--ses be - low; I ~ ask not my por - tion, I 


love turns them all in - to joy; The bit - ter - est tears, if he 


‘4 


worst that can come But shortens my journey, and hastens me home. 
seek not a_ rest, ’Tiil found with my Jesus, at home with the blest. 


smile but on them, Like dew in the sunshine, grows diamond and gem. 
eer may be - fall, One hour with my God will make up for them all. 


Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1861, by A. HULL, in the Clerk’s Office 
District Court for the District of Massachusctte. — 


| 


heaven more sweet at the close;Come joy or come sorrow, what- 


re 1. My rest is in heaven, my rest is not here; Then why should I | 
| 
3. Af-flic- tions may damp me, they can-not destroy ; One glimpse of his 
| 4. Let doubt,then,and danger, my pro- gress oppose, They on- ly make 
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LOVES IT. 


A SERMON. 


Great peace have they that love thy law, and 
nothing shall offend them. — 7’s. cxix. 165. 


Or the several definitions of law I 
have seen, I like this best; “Law is an 
order of sequence,” and this I don’t like 
on one account; that is, it is not plain 
enough; it needs itself to be defined for 
common ears. ~Let me try to make it 
plain to all those little Sunday-school 
people 1 in the galleries. A sequence 1s a 
result; something that happens because 
something else has happened. If I take 
this glass, which is nearly full of water, 
and turn it partly over, the water will 
begin to run out. The running out of 
the water is a sequence of my tipping the 
glass; that is, it occurs in consequence of 


it, —it isa result of it. If I hold a pebble | 


in my fingers thus, and open my fingers, 
it will immediately move downward 
in a line, till it meet with something to 
stop it. If I should repeat the experi- 
ment a thousand times with as many 
pebbles, each pebble would move in the 
same direction, and with the same velocity 
as its fellows, or, I might say, it would 
act just like the others. Now, that is 


what is meant by an order of sequence ; 


these successive things all occurring just 
alike, prove an established order in which | 


& 
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events occur, and by which one event 
THE LAW, AND THE MAN THAT follows another. 


The illustrations I have 
given you express the operations of the 
law of gravitation. 

Now all things that God has made, 
from particle to plant, from insect to 


archangel, are’ under law. The laws of | 


chemical affinity govern minerals; all 
vegetable substances are governed by 
fixed laws of germination, growth, and 
reproduction, and every planet that 
swings in the celestial spaces moves in 
exact obedience to law. 

Coming to animals, we find them also 
governed by laws suited to their nature. 
These are the laws of instinct, by which, 
without the possession of reason, brutes 
are led to results marvellously like the 
achievements of wisdom, and experience, 
and forethought. All these forms of law, 
however, are only variant forms of gov- 


ernment by mere unreasoning impulse or 


necessity. 

But when we turn to rational creatures, 
we find government administered on an 
entirely different plan, namely, the publi- 
cation of the will of God, with alternative 
rewards and penalties. Still, law is an 
order of sequence here as elieuiaie: : 
since every act is followed by the divine 
complacence or displeasure, and by its 
appropriate legal result. > 

Now, as order is maintained, and even 


existence preserved in the inferior ranks 
of being, only by the strict observance of 
law, so obedience is equally necessary to 
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happiness and life among rationals. Let 
us consider — | 

Tue Terms “Tuy Law” — the law 
of God. 

1. Definition. In the Bible the terms 
are used to signify 

a. The Old Testament, in distinction 
from the New. | 

b. The Jewish covenant and ritual. 

c. The Ten Commandments. 

d. Principles of reason written in men’s 
hearts. 

e. That which governs us is sometimes 
called law; as, “1 find another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of ‘sin which is in my members.” 

f. Inan instance or two, the term “ law” 
seems to be used to signify the gospel it- 
self: “The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus”; ‘‘ Under the law to 
Christ.” 
 g. In the text, the term seems to be 
used, in its broadest sense, to signify, “ A 
rule directing and obliging a rational 
creature in moral and religious actions, 
or the whole doctrine of the word deliv- 
ered by God to the church, — God’s 
method of government, as unfolded in the 
Old and New Testaments. 

2. Characteristics of the Law of God. 

(1) It is just in its requisitions: it 
lays its burdens on every man according 
to his privileges. and opportunities; it 
draws the line between right and wrong 
just where it intrinsically belongs ; it con- 
demns sin alike in high and low, rich and 
poor; and it adjusts its rewards and pen- 
alties accurately to character. 

(2) It is exceeding broad. It lays its 
injunctions on the whole length of life; so 
that, from the dawn of moral conviction 
to the close of life, there is no moment of 
freedom from its authority ; nor is there 
any class of actions, or even of affections, 
which its authority does not cover and 

pronounce upon. The act which termi- 
‘nates in the actor, if there be any such 
human actions; the act that finds the 


limit of its power, for good or ill, in the 
family or social circle ; and that other act, 
which blesses or curses a nation, are alike 
responsible to God’s law for the measures 
of good or ill they create. It is exceed- 
ing broad, again, because it demands, not 
propriety of act alone, but that such pro- 
priety shall proceed from pure motives. 


its estimate of every human act. “Man 
looketh on the outward appearance ; but 
God looketh on the heart.” — “ As he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he.” It ap- 
proves intended acts and offerings of pi- 
ety, and it condemns intended sin, as if, 
in each case, the intention had found ex- 
pression in action. 

(3) The law of God is infallible and 
instantaneous in its operation, so that 
there is no eluding its intended results. 
With human law, it is far otherwise. A 
house with the family in it has been burned 
up, — ‘supposed to be the work of an in- 
cendiary.”. Well, suppose that to be true ; 
and then look at the difficulties in the way 
of the due course of law in the case. The 

first thing to be done is, to prove that it 
_was the work of an incendiary, and that 
| may be impossible. But suppose that to 
be done, then who is the criminal ? and 
there is another difficulty. But waiving 
that, where is he? But supposing you 
ascertain that, the next thing is to over- 
take and catch him. This done, — and 
that, too, is often impossible, — the next 
thing is to prove the crime on him. Here, 
again, a thousand difficulties are in the 
way, any one of which may be fatal to the 


} success of law in the case. But suppose 


them all to be overcome, then, if you can 
retain the culprit till the penalty can be 


| inflicted, the law will have had its course 


in that case; but it will only be by es- 
caping many narrow chances of failure. 


How strongly, contrasted with all this " 


uncertainty, is God’s law in its operations ! 
Not a minute elapses, after the commis- 
sion of the sinful deed, before every one 


of the steps I have named have been un- 


Indeed, the motive is chiefly regarded in | 


) 
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erringly taken, and the culprit is ready for : 
the execution of the sentence due to his 
crime. 

(4) It contains provisions for the par- 
don and purification, and so for the re- 
lease and salvation of the offender. 

The great problem in legislation has 


quaintance with it, as it is impossible to 
entertain an affection for that of which I 
have no knowledge. 

4. It implies a willingness to be gov- 
erned by it; a love of the Bible, as a sys- 
tem of government for me. Many per- 
sons have a certain love for the Bible; a 


ever been, How, and how far, can clem- 


fondness for reading it as an interesting , 


ency be shown to wrong doers, without old book. They love its narratives, its 
weakening the authority of law, or giving | biographies, its poetry; or they love to 


license to crime ? God’s system of gov- 


ernment gives a practical solution of this | lemical hair splittings. But the man who 


problem, such as no human legislation, by 
any possibility, can ever give. The cul- 
prit is infallibly ascertained and con- 
demned; but the date of the penalty is 
not announced; and, in the mean time, 
pardon is freely offered to the guilty, on 
conditions which cannot be counterfeited, 
and which imply his hearty renunciation 


of sin, and approval of the government 


which has condemned him. Thus God’s 
method contemplates, and in millions of 


cases achieves, the exaltation of the de-| 


based, the purification of the unholy, and 
the restoration of rebels to allegiance and 
citizenship, nay, to sonship and fteirship 
with God, and to an immortal interest in 


_ the government they had sought to over- 


throw. A man, once guilty and con- 
demned to die for his offences, but now 


penitent and submissive and believing ; 


a pardoned man, rescued from death, 


adopted, exalted, purified, exhibits the 


highest results of law, and is at once a 
witness, a sublime trophy, and an apostle 
every where of the government. 

IJ. WHAT IS IMPLIED IN LOVING 
Gopv’s Law ? 

1. There is implied a recognition of 
God; of God as a personal Being, the 
rightful owner and governor of all things. 

2. There is implied a recognition, on 
my part, of the fact that God has made a 
law for my government and control; and 
that the Bible is that law, since there is 
no other book which presents any claim 
to be so considered. 

3. Love for the law implies some ac- 


delve in its doctrines, and to indulge in po- 


loves the Bible as a book to govern his 
own life, loves to search it as an expression 
of God’s will concerning him, loves to lay 
down his heart and his life by the side of 


its straight lines, and, in a sense, to stand 
often in judgement at its high tribunal. 
The man who loves God’s law with the 
proper strength of affection, would not 
if he could, pass out from its jurisdiction, 
but would cling to it as an invaluable di- 
rectory and charter. 

Ill. WHat ARE THE RESULTS OF 
Lovina Gop’s Law ? 

1. “ Great peace have they.” 

a. Peace of mind forever accompanies 
good intentions. When a man’s virtuous 


purposes begin to reel, he immediately - 
finds his bosom invaded with a class of 


agitating and distracting emotions. There 

is war within. Conscience and inclina- 
tion are at odds. All the convictions of 
the man, touching interest and safety, 
unite in solemn protest against the clamors 
of unholy desire and rampant passion. 
The rest of the soul is broken; nor can 
there be peace again till virtuous councils 
prevail, and the soul shall spurn away 
sinful thoughts, and gird herself with holy 
purposes for the straight path of duty. ~ 


On the other hand, however sinful a. 


man’s life may have been heretofore, he 
commonly realizes a sensible relief when- 
ever he fully gets his own consent to re- 
formation of life. ‘There is much comfort 
in the reflection, “I am now trying to do 
right;” nor do I doubt but this sudden 
relief, which often comes to the heart up- 
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on its fully determining on a pious life, is 
sometimes mistaken for the joy of salva- 
tion. 

I remember well an incident of my 
early ministry. I was one day walking to 
the church, in company with an intelli- 
gent young man, who, at the time, was a 
penitent seeker of salvation. Conversing 
freely of his state, and of the new life on 
which he was entering, he said: “ There 
is one thing that has surprised me. Ever 
since I determined to seek religion, I have 
felt a strange inward satisfaction. I 
know I am not converted. I feel a sense 
of condemnation for my many sins; but the 
consciousness that I am now trying to do 
right, fills me with relief and courage, and 
almost with joy.” I told him I fancied 
his feelings were much like those we 
might ascribe to the prodigal son, when 
begging his way back to his father’s 
house. Perhaps he soliloquised thus, “I 
have squandered all. My character is 
ruined by sin. Sin has brought sorrow, 
and sorrow has made me old befure my | 


_time. I feel the hunger gnaw. I am 


without funds, and in poverty and rags. 
Tis a long way to father’s house; and I 
may never reach the dear old homestead 
again ; or, reaching it, may be repulsed, 
as, alas! I too deeply deserve to be. But 
I am doing the best I can. I shall go 
home, or die in the effort. I shall go as 
far and as fast as I can; and, if I faint 


and fall in the way, my head shall fall to- 


ward my childhood’s home, my father’s 
house.” | 

Amidst these half-despairing efforts 
made in the face of many chances of fail- 
ure, under the pressure of the deepest 
want, and with many harrassing recollec- 
tions of the sinful life he had led, it is 
easy to believe that the conscious integrity 
of his present purpose, and the prospect, 
dim as it may have been, of reaching 
home and living thenceforth a life of vir- 
tue and comfort, gave him a measure of 
courage and peace, much more resembling 


real happiness than any thing the dashing 


young man had felt, when, years before, 
he strode or drove away from home with 
wealth and splendor, intent on a life of 
pleasure. | 

The man that loves God's law is the 
man who means to do right; and the man 
that means to do right has, in that fact, a 
degree of interior rest much to be cov- 
eted. 

b. This loving of law is a phrase, which, 
properly considered, sets forth the highest — 
style of character. | 7 

A man may obey law from the fear of 
penalty. He that does so is not a wrong 
doer; but he is only one remove from it. 
He renders obedience from the lowest of 
legitimate motives, and his character is 
goodness in its lowest type. When we 
know that a man is restrained from com- 
mitting depradations or injuries upon us 
from the mere fear of the legal conse- 
aences of his misdeeds, we may not call 
him a bad man, but we feel that his virtue 
is feeble, and will not bear a strain. — 

Rising from this character, however, we 
soon come to another. It is the man who 
conforths to law, because he perceives that 
there are certain incidental advantages to 
be reaped by such conformity. He is 
punctual to his engagements, because he 
feels the cash value of time. He is tem- 
perate and industrious and economical, 
because he loves money, and, by these 
means, he may be wealthy. He is a 
prompt paymaster, for good credit is worth 
more than can be gained by delay of*pay- _ 
ment. He keeps the Sabbath, and ‘goes 
to church ; for he would be respected. 
And so on through the precepts. 

Above this class of men stands another, 
who obey law from desire of reward. If 
their “ respect unto the recompense of the 
reward ” is not their sole motive, it is their 
highest. This class of Christians is far 
superior in character to either of the for- 
mer. ‘They meditate of heaven and love, 
and court its foretastes. They prize reli- 
gious joys. They seek them, and find 
them. They sing much of heaven; they 
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pray about heaven, and they dearly love to | commanded to be angry, yet will such a 
hear sermons that dwell on the state of the | man never sin in this. He will not be 
glorified. Many of these attain to great | angry without proper cause. He wiil not 
excellence of character, and are patterns! be too angry. He will not be too soon 
of a holy walk and conversation. They | angry. He will not be too long angry. 
may say, with great literalness, “ Our con- | He will not let anger degenerate into ha- 
versation is in heaven ;” for thitherward |tred. He will not let a righteous indigha- 
their thoughts and conversation perpetu- tion against sin destroy his inward seren- 
ally turn. ity; nor will he loose his hold on Christ to 

But above this class still stands the strive with Satan. 
character centemplated in the text. His Or perhaps the clause should be inter- 
obedience to law results not merely nor preted to mean, “ Nothing: shall cause 
mainly from any of the motives I have them to stumble, or to be turned out of 
named, but from perfect sympathy with | the way.” They have light tosee the path; 
the government. This gives you the and they have strength and heart to walk 
highest style of character, — a man walk- in it. Grace fortifies the souls of such 
ing with God, looking at sin and holiness’ men, for they have waited on the Lord 
from God’s standpoint, and completely ‘and renewed their strength ; so that they 
identified in spirit and interest with the | mount up with wings as eagles; and 
divine government. Such a man can say, eagles do not trip their toes and fall. 
The reproaches of them that reproach-- Thus is he blessed with peace and 
ed Thee fell on me;” for by grace he safety who loves God's law. 
stands near to the Saviour, and rejuices 
and suffers with him. CONCLUSION. 

Blessed be God! the love of Christ can| The truth contained in the text is sus- 
wonderfully draw a man out of himself, ceptible of an antithetical statement, as 
and bring hin to feel that he has no inter- | follows : “ There is no peace nor safety to 
ests apart from his Saviour. These are chiens who do not love God’s law.” ‘The 
the men who have staked all upon the | folly of shunning the restraints of God’s 
gospel, and are ready to follow its fortunes law, for the purpose of promoting my own 
in life or death; the invincibles of the’ pleasure or advantage, is as great as its 
Christiin army, “who follow the Lamb wickedness. Conceive, if you can, a sin- 
whithersoever he goeth.” ner strong enough to blot the sun from his 

Now, the man who lives thus near to place, because some day he has found it 
God, is a partaker of the divine nature; uncomfortably hot at noon; or another 
and so, in his measure, a partaker of the sinner, who, to accommodate his own 
infinite tranquillity of God, so that, with | leaning old house, will shift the law of 
special emphasis, it may be said he has | gravitation several degrees; or another, 
great peace; for “ Thou wilt keep him in | who, disdaining confinement in this corner 
perfect. peace whose mind is stayed on of the universe, will wrench the earth 
thee, because he trusteth in thee.” from her orbit, to fly on in a tangent, | 

2. The text further states, that nothing among planets and suns and constella- 
shall offend such a one, which may be | tions, to be wrecked upon some distant 
interpreted to mean, “ Nothing shall cause | world, with a crash that should startle cre- 
them to be sinfully angry ; for, though |ation, and break the equilibrium of the 
there is a vehement indignation against | heavens, and send world staggering against 
sin, to which the Scriptures give the title world every where, till comets and planets, 
“anger;” and though, in that sense, a/and satelites and suns, commingle and 
good man may be angry, and is even |smoulder,—all life extinct,—a ruined uni- 
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verse, —I say, conceive this if you can, 
and you will attain some idea of the value 
of God’s law, and of the ruin that must 
come of breaking it. 

I beg you not to deceive yourself by 
fancying that God’s moral laws are less 
important than his physical. The physi- 
cal world was made for the moral, and is 
always, in God’s order, subjected to it. 
To produce a physical disaster is far less 
injurious than to damage a human soul. 
Christ once put a world and a soul into the 
scales, and appealed to mankind to state 
the difference in their weight. Whatever 
laws are broken, let fot the laws which 
bind souls in thefr orbits be trifled with, 
for by all the difference there is be- 
tween souls and clods, shall the damage 
be found greater here than there. 


TRIAL— NO TRIAL. 


Teach us, in state, 
To make Thy will our own; 
And when the joys of sense depart, 
‘bo live by faith alone.” 


Ir is said, “that Jesus wept that we 
might smile.” Yet he left the legacy as- 
sured to us thatin the world we shall have 
tribulation. There is a great variety of 
experience in the paths of sorrow and 
trial—some learn a quiet, humble sub- 
‘mission in the perfect will of God — others 
fret and murmur for awhile, and lose 
much of their former sweetness. 

Yet, we wonder that with a strong con- 
fidence in God, a deep gloom sometimes 
overcasts the mind while enduring the 
discipline. 

Jesus suffered, being tempted; he was 
made perfect through suffering; he en- 
dured the suffering for the joy that was 
set before him. 

Can we expect less in the several 
steps of regeneration and sanctification ? 
‘As many as I love, I rebuke and chas- 
ten ”— this is not joyous for the present, but 


it yields the peaceable fruits of righteous- | 


ness. Would any of us to-day part with 
that which we have attained while in the 
furnace ? or would we again encumber 
our souls with the dross we left behind in 
the fire? No; as we look upon the treas- 
ures gained in that process of burning, we 
lift the voice of praise and thanksgiving 
that our Heavenly Refiner spared us_ not 
for our crying, but let us go through these. 
temptations and strait places. Our faith 
has now an advanced stand upon the 
promises of God, it never could have had 
without this peculiar method which divine 
wisdom has pursued with us. 

Our impatience has been lost in, “ My 
times are in thy hand.” It is quite natu- 
ral, while in the trouble, to think we do 
not need it; and are so absorbed in 


present feelings that we look not at the 


past of our deficiency, or the future of 
our need of the strength we gain in this 
very conflict. 

Thoughts have crept over. the mind, 
questioning whether we may not possess 
such a holy quiet of soul that the keenest 
sorrow will not produce a ruffle of the feel- 
ings in the least degree — so that it is lit- 
erally nota trouble? Many of God’s dear 
children have no doubt pondered the same 
thing, and we leave it an open question, to 
be decided in experience, according to the 
word of (God. | 7 

We once noticed the remark of a Ger- 
man woman in a_class-meeting. She 
thought by our answer that some one had 
given us an unfavorable impression of her. 
We assured her it was not so. She then 
smiled; and laying her hand upon her 
heart, said: “I no felt it, if all right 
here.” A quotation from a letter lately 
received from an invalid friend, who has — 
known something of thé rod and furnace. 
may throw some light upon these shades 
of experience. 

Of God’s guidance, she says: “ When I 
think of how much we may know of this — 
guiding, teaching, and dwelling in God, 
while in this world, it seems as if I know 
but little. Yet I am pressing on to know 
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all I may know of this fulness. May we 
not live so near to God, and receive of his 
fulness, so that we shall not hunger and 
thirst? If we dwell constantly in the 
presence of a loaded table, we can satisfy 
hunger;— may it not be so in spiritual 
things? Another thing has presented it- 
self to my mind — how we may live with- 
out trials. By having so much grace as 
not to be tried with any thing that sur- 
rounds us. Whatever we may pass 
through, if we are not tried with it, i is 
not a trial. I have had faint glimpses of 
these things — have lived a length of time 
in these states, which makes me think it 
may be possible to be always kept there.” 

It is a truth that some Christians only 
smile at what others are groaning under, 


because they have been so entirely sub- | 


dued to the will of God, and the frequency 
of the discipline, that they run through a 


troop, and leap over a wall, in ordinary 
troubles. 


A BURIED GEM FROM WESLEY. 


Or Charles Wesley, as a Christian 
poet, it is now quite superfluous to speak. 
Hlis superior abilities are almost univer- 
sally acknowledged. The unrivalled fer- 
tility of his pen is not however by any 
means so generally understood. There is 
scarcely a sentiment in the sacred volume 
which his verse does not make available 
in the songs of Zion. But some of his 
best lyrics are little known, perhaps, in- 
deed, almost wholly unknown in this coun- 
try. 
v. 6—8, though among his most valuable 
poetical compositions, has, I think, scarcely 
ever been published in America. I met 
with it some forty years since, in the Wes- 
leyan Magazine, and being struck not only 
with its general merits, but with its special 
appropriateness in the hour of affliction, I 
treasured it up. I have sung it hundreds, 


if not thousands of times, by the bedside 


The following paraphrase upon Job | 


of the sick, and always with good effect. 
It has been worth more to me as a Chris- 
tian pastor than any other hymn in the 
English language. As I would wish to 
have other pastors aided in the same way, 
I take the liberty of furnishing a copy for 
the “Guide.” The metre is a very fre- 
quent one in Mr. Wesley’s poems, and he 
who wishes to sing the hymn will not be 
at a loss to find a tune. “Gorham,” as it 
used to be called, is the one I generally 
prefer. Z. PADDOCK. 
ILONESDALE, PA., May 12, 1862. 


When huge afflictions press me down, 
And sorrows make my nature groan, 
Where shall I find relief ? 
I'll bow myself before my God, 
And humbly kiss the sacred rod, 
Till he assuage my grief. 


My numerous sins will I confess, 
And own, in every sore distress, 
The Lord is good and just; 
For, by experience, I have found 
Afflictions spring not from the ground, 
Nor troubles from the dust. 


Nor is the cause so hard to tell, 

Since from the Lord we basely fell, 
And left the source of bliss. 

Iilow can we hope for joys serene, 

Wile sin, that monster, reigns within — 
The parent of distress? 


To Jesus, then, I'll make my moan — 
Oh plead my cause before the throne; 
Thou hast the Father's ear. 
Since thou for me didst undertake, 
My suit is gained; thy blood did make 
Atonement at his bar. 


TO DIE, 
If Christians, is to be with God; and to 
live is to have God with us. In death is 
glory ; in life, usefulness. One fits us for 
glory ; the other introduces us into it. K. 


THE SPIRIT IS WANTED, 

Not to enlarge intellect, or sharpen wit, 
but to reduce to the ignorance and sim- 
plicity of childhood ; to show us how little 
we know, and how little we improve what 
we do know. 
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GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


EXPERIENCE OF REV. J. A. WOOD. 


The following, though lengthy, will well repay 
acareful pertigal. It is taken from the author’s 
work, published by us within the past year, en- 
titled ‘‘Perfect Love.’ The sale of an entire 
edition, during these war times, is no smal] proof 
of its merit. Wenow havea new edition ip press, 
and we warmly commend it to those who feel in- 
terested in the subject on which it treats. It is 
just THE book.— Eps. 


Ir pleased the Lord to call me in early 
life to seek pardon and converting grace. 
I believe at ten years of age I first tasted 
the joys of redeeming grace and a 
Saviour’s love. I remember as early as 
then to have realized a sweet satisfaction 
and delight in prayer and effort to obey 
God. | 

At the age of thirteen I joined the 
church. Through the blessing and grace 
of God, I have found a home ever since 
in the church of my early choice. 

During the first five or six years of my 
experience I was often perplexed and dis- 
tressed with doubts in regard to the reality 
of my conversion; arising from the fact 
that I could not fix upon the precise time 
when the change was wrought. I@would 
often see people powerfully converted, 
and hear them tell of the place and the 
moment when their chains fell off, and 
their souls went free. The tempter would 
_ then whisper in my ear, and say, “ You 
cannot tell when you were converted, and 
you never had those deep convictions or 
those striking exercises in religious exper- 
ience of which many speak.” 

From this source I had no little trouble, 
and at times, for several years, I found it 
_ exceedingly difficult to hold fast my confi- 
* dence. After many and severe trials on 
this point, the Lord enabled me to settle 
the matter; and a thousand thanks to his 
blessed name that many years have passed 
since I have doubted for a moment the 
verity of my early conversion. 

The Lord removed my doubts by show- 
ing me that to know the precise time of 


my conversion was of but little impor-’ 
tance; while the great question for me to 
settle was, Have I the evidence that I am 
now converted ? 

After I was led to see that to be able to 
know the precise time of my conversion 
concerned me but little, and that to know 
that Iam now in a converted state was 
my great concern, the question was soon 
settled by apprehending the abundant 
evidence which God always gives of a 
state of salvation. I found it was one 
thing to have evidence of a justified, con- 
verted state, and quite another to appre- 
hend and understand that evidence. 

From this time to September 7, 1858, 
I maintained a general purpose to obey 
God, and received many spiritual refresh- 
ings from the presence of the Lord, suffer- 
ing but few doubts in regard to my justi- 
Scatiom and membership in the family of 
God. 

During this period I was often convict- 
ed of remaining corruption in my heart, 
and of my need of purity. I desired to 
be a decided Christian and a useful mem- 
ber of the church; but I was often con- 
scious of deep-rooted inward evils, and 
tendencies in my heart unfriendly to god- 
liness. I found my bosom foes troubled 
me more than all my foes from without. 
They struggled for the ascendency. They 
marred my peace. They obscured my 
spiritual vision. They were the instru- 
ments of sore temptation. They inter- 
rupted my communion with God. They 
crippled my efforts to do good. They 
invariably sided with Satan. They occu- 
pied a place in my heart which I knew 
should be possessed by the Holy Spirit. 
They were the greatest obstacles to any 
growth in grace, and rendered my service 
to God but partial. 

I was often more strongly convicted of 
my need of inward purity than I ever had 
been of my need of pardon. | 

God often showed me the importance 
and necessity of holiness as clear as a sun- 
beam.- I seldom studied the Bible with- 
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out conviction of my fault in not coming 
up to the Scripture standard of salvation. 

I often commenced seeking holiness, 
but at no time made any great progress; 
for as I read and prayed, some duty was 
seen to present itself which I was unwill- 
ing to perform, and so I relapsed into in- 
difference. 

I never read Mr. Wesley’s “ Plain 
Account,” nor any of the standards of 
Methodism on the subject of holiness, nor 
the memoirs of Fletcher, Bramwell, Car- 
vosso, Stoner, nor Mrs. Hester Ann 
Rogers, or Lady Maxwell, without deep 


less effort for its attainment. 
I now see I was often on the very point 
of grasping th® prize, and then would sink | 


: By being convicted so ofien of my need 
of perfect love, and failing to obtain it; I, 
after a while (like many others, I fear), 
became a little skeptical in regard to the 
Wesleyan doctrine of entire sanctification, 
as a distinct blessing, subsequent to regen- 
eration. I had no clear or definite ideas 
in regard to the blessing of perfect love, 
but came to think of it and teach it 
as only a deeper work of grace, or a 
little more religion. I taught, as many 
do, a gradual growth into holiness, or 


aueern gradualism. I threw the whole 


matter into the world of indefiniteness 
conviction on the subject, and more or 


and of vague generalities. I expected 
to grow into holiness somehow, some- 


where, and at some time, but knew not 
how, nor where, nor when. I urged 


back, suffer defeat, and another season of believers to seek a deeper work of grace, 


comparative indifference upon the subject. 
I was often led to see my need of purity 
while studying for the ministry with Rev. 
William Hill, of Cambridgeport, Vt. 
Brother Hill was an able Presbyterian 
minister, dnd, for a number of years, was 


, and to get more religion, but seldom said 
to them, “ Be ye holy,” “ This is the will 
of God, even your sanctification,” or, seek 
“ perfect love.” 

I became somewhat prejudiced against 
even the Bible terms “ sanctification,” 


pastor of a Presbyterian church in |" holiness,” “ perfection,” and disliked very 
burg, N.Y. He became convicted of his much to hear persons use them in speak- 
need of entire sanctification, and obtained ing of their experience. 1 was opposed 
the blessing at aameetingiorthe promotien | to the profession of holiness as a distinct 
of. bolinesa,at Mrs. Palmer’s in New York blessing from regeneration. 

city. He lived it, professed it, and I became prejudiced against the special 
preached it, and for so doing was expelled advocates of holiness ; and at camp meet- 
from the Iludson River Presby tery, in | ings and in other plac es. I felt disposed to 
April, 1844. Rev.” Henry Belden was! discourage and oppose direct efforts for 
expelled at the same time for the same the promotion of holiness. If a pious 
cause. They both united with the con-| brother exhorted the preachers to seek 
gregational church. Brother Belden is sanctification, or the members to put away 
now pastor of a church in Brooklyn, N.Y. | worldliness, tobacco, and gaudy attire, and 
Brother Hill died in holy triumph at Bris-| seek holiness, I was distressed in spirit, 


tol, Conn., July 31, 1851, in the thirty- 
seventh year of his age. 

The society and influence of that holy 
man were a great blessingtome. I think 
more than one hundred times I have 
bowed with him in prayer in his study, 
and held sweet communion with God. 
Those seasons of devotion still linger in 
my memory as among the most precious 
hours of my early ministry. m 


and disposed to find fault. 

During a number of years, this was 
about my state of mind upon this subject. 
And let me here record, that, while 
hundreds of sinners were converted to 
God, in connection with my feeble min- 
istry, I do not recollect a single case of a 
believer being entirely sanctified under 
my labors during the first nine years of 
my ministry, up to September 7, 1858. 
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Let me further add, during this time I 
was grieved, from year to year, by seeing 
what might astonish hell, and fill heaven 


with lamentation —company after com- 


pany of young converts walking into 
backslidden, unsanctified churches, first 
to wonder, then for a while to be grieved, 
but finally to add another layer to the 
backslidden stratification. 

In May, 1858, I was appointed to the 
Court Street Church, Binghamton. I 
went there much prejudiced against the 


professors of holiness in that church, and 


they were, doubtless, somewhat prejudiced 
against me, as they had cause to believe 


that I would oppose them on the subject 


of holiness. I soon found, in my pastoral 
visitations, that where those persons lived 
who professed the blessing of holiness, 
there I felt the most of divine influence 
and power. I realized a liberty in 
prayer, and an access to God in those 
families, which I did not elsewhere. 

And let me remark, while I was preju- 
diced against holiness as a distinct blessing, 
and against its special advocates, I did 
desire and believe ina deep, thorough, 
vital piety, and was ready to sympathize 


to me on the subject, but, as I have 
learned since, were praying for me night 
and day. .God only knows the severe 
struggles I had that long summer, dur- 
ing many hours of which I lay on my 
face in my study, begging for Jesus to 
cleanse my poor, unsanctified heart; and 
yet I felt unwilling to make a public 
avowal of my feelings, or to ask the prayers 
of God’s people for my sanctification. 

The Binghamton district camp meeting 
commenced that year the first day of 
September. About eighty of the mem- 
bers of my charge went with me to that 
meeting. During six days of the meeting, 
the sanctification of my soul was before 
my mind constantly, and yet I neither 
urged others to seek it, n@& intimated to 
any one my convictions and struggles on 
the subject. The result was, six days of 
such deep humiliation, severe distress, and 
hard struggles as I never had endured 
before. | 

A number of the members present from > 
my charge had once enjoyed the blessing, 
and had lost it. Some who professed to 
enjoy it were becoming silent upon the 
subject. With but very few exceptions, 


with it wherever I found it. I had at- we, as a church, were practically staving 
tended prayer and class meetings but few : off and ignoring the doctrine and duty of 
times before I saw clearly that there were entire sanctification. The Lord was evi- 


those in that society whose experience and 
piety possessed a richness, power, and 
depth which I had not. 

The more I became acquainted with 
them, the more I was convinced of that 
fact, and the more deeply I became con- 


dently displeased with us, and so shut us 
up that our prayer meetings, in our large 
society tent, literally ran out. The 
brethren and sisters became tried with 
themselves, and tried with each other. 
Some of them were even tempted to strike 


victed of my remaining depravity and their tents and go home. | 
need of being cleansed in the blood of; On the last evening of the meeting, a 


Christ. 


I also became convinced that faithful member of the church came to me 


those professors of hotiness were Wesleyan | weeping, a few minutes before preaching, 


in their faith, experience, and practice, 
while I had drifted away somewhat from 
the Bible and Wesleyan theory of Chris- 


perfection. 


Through the entire summer of 1858 I 
was seeking holiness, but kept the whole 
matter to myself. During this time none 
of the professors of holiness said anything 


and said, “‘ Brother Wood, there-is no use 
in trying to dodge ‘this question. You 
know your duty, and may as well com- 
mance seeking holiness first as last. - If 
you will lead the way, and define your 
position as a seeker of entire sanctification, 
you will find that many of the members 
‘of ygur charge have a mind to do the 
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same.” The Lord had so humbled my | my soul and body to himsetf. He melted, 
heart that I was willing to do almost any- | cleansed, filled, and thrilled my feeble, un- 
thing to obtain relief. After a few mo-| worthy soul with holy  sin-consuming 
ments’ reflection I replied, “ Immediately | power. 
after preaching I will appoint a meeting) Glory be to God! Perfect love is the 
in this tent on the subject of holiness, and richest, the sweetest, and the purest love | 
will ask the prayers of the church for my this side of Paradise. Angels have no- 


in 


own soul.” thing better. 

Glory be to God! the Rubicon was, Well may the poet sing, — 
past. In an instant I felt a giving way in * © for this love let rocks and hills 
my heart, so sensible and powerful, that it |. Their lasting silence break, 


And ail harmonious human tongues 


appeared rather physical than spiritual. The Bavioes’s oralees speek! ” 


In a moment after I felt an indescribable (to BE CONTINUED.) 
sweetness permeating my entire being. f) Lf th 
It was a sweetness as real and as sensible ’ 

to my soul as ever the sweetest honey was Bisnop Fisner.— Honors had no 


to my taste. I immediately walked up| power to dazzle his devout and earnest 


into the stand. The presiding elder re- spirit. When told of the Pope’s inten- 


quested me to exhort after his sermon. tion of making hima cardinal, he replied, 


I replied, “I will, if the Lord will help.” “ If the red cap were lying at my feet, I 
Just as he gave out his text, — Eccl. xii. | would not stoop to pick it up.” 


13, “ Let us hear the conclusion of the}; When he was carried to execution, 
whole matter,” &c.,— the baptism of fire : he held a New Testament in his hand, 
and power came upon me. and, as his eyes fell upon the book, he 

For me to describe what I then realized | prayed that he might open it at a passage 
is utterly impossible. It was-»such as I | suitable to his condition. His finger rested 
need not attempt to describe to those who | upon the 17th chapter of St. John, where 
have felt and tasted it, and such as I can-| our Saviour, lifting up his eyes to heaven, 
not describe to the comprehension of those refers to the gift of eternal life which he 
whose hearts liave not realized it. has bestowed upon as many as had been 

The most of which I was conscious was, given to hime “And this t life eternal, 
that Jesus had me in his arms, and that ¢jq they might know thee the only true God, 
the heaven of heavens was streaming gnd Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I 


through aud through my soul in such jaye glorified thee on the earth; I have 
beams of light, and overwhelming love and finished the work which thou gavest me 


glory, as can never be uttered. The half) to do.” 
can never be told! 

It was like marching through the gates 
of the city to the bosom of Jesus, an q tare nor a high attainment. e diffi- 


culty is to hate a sin before it is committed, 
look upon’it in the moment of strong 


Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! I have ald 
cause to shout over the work of that pre- ae ion as we shall do when it 1s per- 


cious hour. 

It was a memorable era in the history; QureT trust in God, if it cannot con- 
of my probation, a glorious epoch in my | quer life,conquers death. If it do not over- 
religious experience — never, NEVER to|come human opposition now, it will cer- 
be forgotten. Jesus there and then —all tainly overcome satanic, in its last decisive 
glory to his blessed name! — sweetly, | fight, and will enter triumphantly into 
completely, and most powerfully sanctified | heaven. 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


A SONG OF PRAISE. 


My heart is full of praise— 
A gushing feeling that would find a vent 
In simple language, such as might content 
A weak child’s thoughts to raise. 


A new strange peace is mine — 

A something on my spirit like to wings ; 

A sense of beauty that makes earthly — 
Seem nearer the divine. 


The spell my soul that bound 
Has vanished with the sunrise of God’s truth; 
I feel the springing of a pure fresh youth 
Within me and around. 


I look up to the sky, 
The same I loved when darker was my heart, 
But with less joyous loving — and if tears start, 
They but refresh mine eye. 


Tis all so sweetly bright; 
Each radiant beam of sun and moon and star; 
The wandering clouds like errant angels are 
From realms of clearer light. 


Earth is surpassing fair, 
With blooming valley and with Eden bower; 
Ambrosial neetar lies in every flower, 

And perfumes a!) the air. 


Within my soul I trace 
The change that thus hath brightened every scene 
To deeper life and beauty: Nature's mien 
Wears but her olden grace. 


Yet ‘tis as if God’s love 
Had burnished every tint to lustrous light, 
And clothed with loving awe his deeds of might; 
In earth or heaven above. 


The child in happy thought, 
Roving at will through daisied meadows cool, 
Released at last from some unfriendly rule, 
Iiath but my freedom caught. 


And now my heart would raise, 
For every Spring-hour, every harvest‘time, 
For purple Autumn in her gorgeous prime, — 
A song of lowly praise. 


I thank thee, O my God 
For every budding leaf and grassy spire; 
And for untended lilies, that require 

No care where man hath trod. 


I thank thee for the vine 
Whose native weakness to the strong oak clings; 
For each meek lowly plant that upward springs 
To please no eye but thine, — 


And for the love-nursed rose 
And smile-fed violet by my threshold stone, 
For every sweet thing that I call my own 
*Neath my brown eaves that blows. 


For bee and butterfly 
Flitting wherever sunbeams kiss the cup 
Of a pure blossom — in a day to droop 
The broken wing and die. 


I thank thee for the rain 
Pattering on summer leaves, for torrent shower, 
With lightning’s flash and thunder’s stormy roar 
Down hill, and dale, and plain. 


I thank thee for the sound 
Of Nature’s voices; for the song of birds, 
The hum of insects, and the voiceless words 
Which silence whispers here. 


I thank thee for the flush 
Of morning rising from the orient sky, 
And for the dying sunset’s changing dye, 
Fading to evening’s hush. 


I thank thee for the night 
Silent and beautiful, and wet with dewy tears, 
Or wild with darkness and the strength of fears — 
Sorrow, and wreck, and blight. 


I thank thee forthe might 
Of winter's sternest tempests; thou art where 
Darkness, and storm, and blasts of deathful air 
Keep rival with the night. 


There’s nothing, O my God! 
In all the wonders thou so vast hast planned 
But doth the praises of my heart command — 
Star, air, or earthly sod. 


I thank thee for a soul 
Endowed with reason, and the power to see 
Thyself in all things that encompass me — 
Thy work and thy control. 
But more, O God, I bless 
Thy tender condescension which reveals 
Thy secret to my soul: that wounding, heals 
With loving tenderness. 


I bless thee for the way | 
Through which thou lead’st me, though a wilder- 
ness 


Hedged up with thoens and brambles oft it is: 
It is not so to day. 


I bless thee for the smiles 
Of human kindness on that pathway shed, 
A rose-bloom here and there the thorn instead — 
Arrest ’mid dangers’ wiles. 


I bless thee for sweet thought, — 
My mind’‘s calm visitant in silent hours, 
Unto my soul, what to my eye are flowers, 
Unwooed, or haply sought. 
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I bless thee for a heart 
By thee implanted in my natural breast, 
A nestling place for love and hope to rest, 
And kindly deeds to part. 


I bless thee for thyself,— 
Creator, Father, Giver, Friend and Guide, 
Redeemer, Saviour, Love personified — 
I bless thee for Thysel/. 


How can I praise thee more ? 
"Tis thou must teach my weakness how to bless: 


Thou must give songs of prayer and thankful- 
ness, 


And wisdom to adore. 


I wajt thy teachings here, 
Till thou shalt summon me to join a choir 
That asks no aid of earthly voice or lyre, 

In an immortal sphere. E. L. E. 


A MODEL REFORMATION. 


BECOND PAPER. 


We admire the honesty and earnestness with 
which the writer of the following article express- 
es the convictions of her mind on the importance 
of thoroughness in carrying on the work of God; 
but we cannot think with her that a reformation 
is therefore superficial because there is little or 
no violent opposition to it among the backslidden 
orthe irreligious. There is such a thing as godly 
prudence in religious labor. Ofthe church, just 
after Pentecost, it is said they praised God, and 
had favor with allthe people. We cannot believe 
that the genuineness or thoroughness of a work of 
grace.is tole tested by the question of the amount 
of opposition which it awakened in the comimu- 
nity during its progress 

We cannot condemn a professed work of grace 
because there is much opposition and persecution 
connected with it, nor can we believe that that 
fact alone is an endorsement of the work as genu- 
ine. The churches at Ephesus,and Philippi, and 
Thessalonica, and Corinth, were formed amidst 
terrible persecutions, whereas, at Joppa, and Ce- 
sarea, and Samaria, and Antioch, and Rome, the 
work appears to have gone on quietly. — Eps. 


Bur we doubt if there was-ever a refor- 
mation without an oppositidn ; and just in 
proportion to the depth and thoroughness 
of the reformation is the opposition of the 
enemy. ‘This must necessarily be the case 
while Satan is the “ enemy of all righteous- 
ness,” and “the carnal mind is enmity 
against God.” Hence, if there is one device 
of Satan which is deeper than another, or 


one wile which he uses with greater suc- 
cess than another to bring about a super- 
ficial work throughout the church of God, 
it is the persuasion, which is becoming so 
current among God’s people at the present 
time, that the days of persecution are gone 
by; that the world has become so enlight- 
ened and so religious that a thorough re- 
vival of God’s work can be carried on 
without any opposition from the enemy. 
Ilence, when God's fuithful ministers raise 
the Bible standard of religion, which 
draws the line between formality and 
spirituality, light and darkness, truth and 
error, sin and holiness, we see backsliders 
and formalists are wonderfully disturbed, 
and at once raise an opposition to the 
truth. Now the repeated plain declara- 
tions of God’s Word are, that Christ’s fol- 
lowers will meet opposition, persecution, 
and contempt, until time shall end, and 
that such reproach and persecution are 
Bible marks of faithfulness and favor with 
God ‘and likeness to Christ. “If they 
have persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also,” says Jesus. “If ye be re- 
proached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye, for the ee of glory and of God 
resteth upon you.” — Peter iv. 14. “ Bless- 
ed are ye when men shall revile you, an’ 
persecute you, and shall say all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely, for my 
name’s sake. Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad, for great is your reward in heaven: 
for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you.” Yet how often are all 
of these blessings turned into curses, and 
heaped on the head of God’s faithful ser- 
vants by those who hold the unscriptural 
notion that the days of persecution have 
gone by, and that God’s burning, heart- 
searching truth can be preached so dis- 
creetly and lovingly that neither men nor 
devils will opp 

We often hear of revivals, where special 
notice is given of the great peace and har- 
mony which reigned on all sides during 
the progress of the work, by which we are 
to understand that hundreds are convert- 
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ed, and taken out of the ranks of Satan, 
and large numbers wholly sanctified, and 
thus doubly fortified for an onset against 
the devil and his works, while he piously 
submits to have his kingdom thus shatter- 
ed and demolished without so much asa 
single-shot in self-defence. This silence 
of the enemy is usually spoken of in com- 
mendation of those who labor in the work ; 

as though a messenger of Jesus Christ 
could teach and preach the whole gospel 
with less offence than Christ himself. 
We confess, when we hear of such won- 
derful things, we cannot help reasoning 
much as Mr. Wesley did when reading of 
the revivals of St. Patrick. ‘“ His success,” 
says Mr. Wesley, “staggers me most of 
all; no blood of the martyrs is here ; no 
reproach, no scandal of the cross, no per- 
secution to those that will live godly. 
Nothing is to be heard of from beginning 
to end, but kings, nobles, warriors, bowing 
down before him. Thousands are con- 


verted without any opposition — twelve. 


thousand at one sermon. If these things 
were so, either there was then no devil in 
the world, or St. Patrick did not preach 
the gospel of Christ.” 

But we have not wondered at the 


*. 
silence of the enemy, when, a few months 
_ or a year or so after, we have visited the 


places where some of those peaceful re- 
vivals were held, and, in some places, we 
would find to our surprise, out of the many 
reported saved, but few could be found 
who even professed religion ; and those few 
far from being examples of piety. 

In other places we have found what 
was even worse — many who were trying 


to “ hold fast the profession” of both justi-. 


fication and sanctification, but whose out- 
ward life and adorning flatly deny both. 
We have met many professors of holiness, 
so profusely adorned wth plumes, artifi- 
cial flowers, fancy head dresses, gold ear, 
and finger rings, gold wrist bands, and 
other worldly vanities (one article of 
which would have excluded an unconvert- 


ed person from a Methodist love feast in 


the early days of Methodism), that we 
have invariably taken such persons for 
sinners, and invited them to the altar to 
seek religion, until surprised with the 
reply, “I profess religion,” or, “I am a 
church member.” 

But let us return to our model revival, 
and we shall see that these ancient re- 
formers met with a powerful opposition 
throughout the whole work of building the 
wall and reforming the people ; and the 
thoroughness of the work seems to have 
been thé peculiar cause of the #wage of 
their enemies. But it did not daunt or 
discourage them ; by faith and works they 
surmounted every difficulty, and con- 
founded and defeated the deep-laid 
schemes of their enemies. Now let us 
notice how they began that great work. 
We see they first revive the stones out of 
the rubbish, and prepare them to be laid 
in the-wall anew. They then remove the 
rubbish itself, and lay the wall on a solid 
foundation. * Now mark the following sig- 
nificant questions of their adversaries. 


What do these feeble Jews ? will they — 
fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? . 


will they make an end in a day? will 
they revive the stones out of the heaps of 
the rubbish which are burned ? ” 

“ Even that which they build, ifa fox 
go up, he shall even break down their 
stone wall.” — Neh. iv. 2, 3. 

Ah, Sanballat and Tobiah supposed they 
were going to build that wall right over 
the old stones and rubbish, and no wonder 
they concluded a fox could break it down. 
And had they done so, it is not likely their 
foes would have raised the least opposition 
to their movements. But when they saw 
that the work was being done thoroughly, 
the rubbish removed, and each stone laid 
in its proper place, on a solid foundation, 
and “ T'he breaches to be stopped, then they 
were very wroth, and conspired all of them 
together to come and ta fight against Jerus- 
alem, and to hinder it.” 

And we doubt not when Satan sees a 
modern revival or a protracted meeting 
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commence, and he marshals his troops for 
the conflict, the question is asked in the 
infernal council, “ Will they remove the 
rubbish? will they fortify themselves? will 
they sacrifice? will they revive thé stones 
out of the heaps of rubbish?” But if the 
work is carried on exclusively among the 
unconverted, right over the rubbish of a 
backslidden worldly church, after the an- 
tinomian way of “ faith, faith! believe, be- 
lieve!” while the cross and gospel works, 
and gospel self-denial are kept out of sight, 
lest it impede the work by discouraging 
the seekers, and laying burdens on the weak 
which they are not able to bear ; and if the 
church and converts are not taught to 
* SACRIFICE ” their worldly idols and van- 
ities, their worldly conformity and com- 
pany, and consecrate themselves entirely ; 
and, if the work of holiness is thought det- 
~mental to the revival, and the church 

“- onverts are not taught to “ FORTIFY 


SELVES,” by “ putting on the whole 


of NOT “STOPPER,” by a thorough dis- 


“line in inward and outward holiness, 
‘hich “ puts off the old man” and “ puts 
m the new man” fully, and turns the 
world and Satan out of the heart and out 
of the church, and keeps them out, — ah, 


when Satan seesa superficial work of this. 
sort going on, he is not careful to oppose 


it; he seems to say with Tobiah, “ Even 
that which they build if a fox go up he shall 


even break down their stone wall.” 
BINGHAMTON, April, 1862. 


LETTER OF MR. WESLEY. 


TO MISS T 


BRISTOL, September, 1764. 


DEAR SistER:— In the “ Thoughts up- 
on Christian Perfection,” you have a clear. 


and consistent account of it. I have been 


grieved at the danger I saw you in of 


stopping short of it. Certainly, you may 
attain that blessing soon. 


"+ of God;” and if the “ BREACHES” 


And I am | 


thoroughly persuaded, you did taste of it; 
though how you lost it I know not. 


It will be eternally true, “if thou canst 


believe, all things are possible to him that 
believeth.” Have the faith, and you have 
salvation. And this is the very thing you 
want. 

When this is joined with a strong. un- 
derstanding, it is well; but it may exist 
with a very weak one. This is the. case 
with Mrs. W——, whose understanding is 


extremely weak; and yet she has strong ~ 


faith, and such as exceedingly profits 
me, though I take knowledge that the 
treasure is an earthen vessel. I see all 
that is of nature; but this does not hinder 
my rejoicing in that which is of grace. 
This is one branch of Christian simplicity. 
While reason, assisted from above, enables 
me to discern the precious from the vile, I 
make my full use of the former, without 
losing one moment in thinking upon the 
latter. | 
Perhaps reason, enlightened, makes me 
simple. If I knew less of human nature 
(forgive me for talking so much of my- 


self), I should be more apt to stumble at © 


the weaknesses of it ; and if I have, by nat- 
ure or by grace, some clearness of appre- 
hension, it is owing to this, under God, 
that I never staggered at all at the reve- 
ries of George Bell. I saw instantly at 
the beginning, and from the beginning, 
what was right and what was wrong. 

But I wish you were all love,.and then 


you would not need to take any thought 


for the morrow. J. WESLEY. 


HUMILITY. 


The more we know what it is, the less ° 


of it we find in ourselves. In possessing 
it, that which we seemed to have, disap- 
pears ; and, in losing it, we often fancy we 
possess more. 


‘The more thy glories strike my sight 
The lower still I lie; 
Thus, while I sink, my joys arise 
Immeasurably high.” K. 


‘ 
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16 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 
For instance, we read, “ He that be- 
EXPERIENCE. lieveth on the Son, hath eternal life.” 


Why should we not more freely com- 
mfinicate one with the other? Have we 
nothing more to write about than the 
news of the day? Yes, there is a theme 
which we may speak upon at all times,— | 
the story of the cross, redemption, faith | 
in Jesus, which makes the dead alive. 
Don’t for a moment think that I am 

“writing thus simply as pious talk. Oh, 
no. I am speaking because he is my 
God, your God, “ our God.” I know him 
to be my most precious Saviour, one who 
saves to the uttermost, — yea, all who 
trust in him. They who believe are 
saved, now, — present salvation, — ac- 
cepted in the Beloved, — one with Christ, 
— Christ in us the hope of glory. I want 
to tell you a little of my experience of 

late. Ihave been such a stupid Chris- 
tian, so slow of heart to believe, that I 
really wonder now, when I look back 
and see how very faint an apprehension 
I have had of the doctrine of faith alone 
in Jesus Christ, as the object of hope. 

Ihave been twenty-four years learning 
of the “ King’s highway,” and shall I tell 
you, my dear brother, I have found the 
way at last. By his grace I can say, the 
Lord is my light and my salvation; of 
whom shall I be afraid ? 

You have known more of God’s grace 
‘than I have, so that what I shall commu- 
nicate will not be new; yet I will ven- 
ture to tell you, because I owe it to Him 
who has called me into this grace. 

Do you ask me what. constitutes the 
difference between my present and past 

experience? In a word, I have received 
Christ, as my Saviour, by faith alone, 
simple faith; in other words, my whole 
soul seems to have taken in the doctrine 
of justification by faith, in such reality 
that the fruit of faith—peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ — has 
been made a perfect reality to my own 


soul. | 


I believe on the Son of God, therefore I 
have eternal life. Certainly, you say, 
but what is there new in this? Did you 
not always believe that you were saved 
by faith alone ? 

Yes; I did assent to this truth, and 
where I failed, I had faith and works so 


mixed up in my mind that my view was . 


something like this: Do all you can, and 
then I, Christ, will make up any defi- 
ciency. 
** Some call him a Saviour in word, 
But mix-their own works with his plan, 


And hope he his help will afford, 
When they Aave done all that they can.” 


Ah, yes; this is the hindrance in the 
way of our growth in grace; we do not 
submit to Christ, and take him as our 
Savicur. “ Therefore, being justified ly 
faith, we have peace with God, t 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” What a 
how simple, how precious! It is like 
ment poured forth. ,f am a lost and 
ishing sinner, — ruined, helpless, with 
any ability to meet God’s demands. “ L 
and live.” Here the gospel meets tl 
soul in such a condition, with the glac 
tidings of great joy: “ He that believeth 
on me is not condemned.” How are we 
saved? By faith in Jesus! How are 
we freed from condemnation ? Faith in 
Jesus. 

Unmerited favor ! through faith alone, 
we are united to Christ, and made one 
with him. | 

This is the discovery I have made, my 
dear brother. Now, I am no longer look- 
ing in upon my own heart; not trusting 
to certain conditions of the mind, or to 
emotional states. No, no. I look unto 
Jesus. He is my Saviour,—and is he 
not worthy of the name? What a salva- 
tion; what an honor he bestows upon us. 
We are his forever ; and then his precious 
love with which he fills us. Then his 
promises, — “I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.” “Whom shall we fear ?” 


> 
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Union with Christ brings to us every 
blessing he has promised. Without faith 
it is impossible to please God; because, 
as long as we doubt in the least partic- 
ular the word of God, we dishonor him. 

Nothing so exalts the name of Jesus, 
as to give credit to that which he has 
spoken. 

Why is any Christian in darkness ? 
Because he does not see in Christ Jesus 
the true light. 

“ He that abideth in me shall not walk 
in darkness.” Now, to abide in Christ is 
simply to believe his testimony, — the 
truth that he utters, — which makes us 
free in him, who have confidence therein. 
Is not the gospel way of saving a mana 
simple way ? A child-like trust or be- 
lief in what the Lord has spoken fills the 
heart, and makes it abound in joy and 
thanksgiving. The Lord has made the 
condition; we have no choice; his will is 
to be ours; and when the soul takes hold 
on Jesus by faith, believing him worthy 
of this utmost confidence, then, and not 
till then, are the promises made good to 
us; then, then, is Christ made unto us 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption. Having nothing, yet pos- 
- sessing all things; for, if we have Christ, 
we, indeed, have all things. And now, 
dear brother, does not this view of Christ 
accord with his word, and is it not pre- 
cious for us to know it ? 

It is by faith we enter at this door. 
This was one of the lessons the apostles 
had to learn withso much difficulty. But 
they did learn that God purifies the heart 
by faith. The fact that it is by faith the 
soul is united to Christ may make us part- 
ly understand this. Union with Christ 
has two aspects. It looks God-ward : God 
sees the believer in Christ, and can see no 
sin in Him. And it looks Christ-ward — 
Christ will see no sin in his mystical body 
—will have no spot in his bride. And, 
because his people are united to him, he 
will purify them. “ Christ loved the 
church, and gave himself for it, that he 

2 


might sanctify and cleanse it by the wash- 
ing of water, by the word, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish.” And that which unites 
the soul to Christ is faith. That which 
in another sphere justifies, is also the in 
strument by which He sanctifies. All the 
holy actions detailed in Heb. xi. wére 
done by faith. Enoch walking with God 
— Abraham leaving his father’s house at 
God's command — the endurance of mar- 
tyrdom, and torture worse than death by 
feeble women, are there ascribed to faith. 
They drew their strength for these efforts 
by faith. And it is so still. Still, it is 
only by faith in Jesus that anything can 
be done which is really pleasing to God. 
The soul believing in Jesus has: in him 
the strength which is needed. When 
Paul says, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me,” he shows 
the secret of the believer's holiness. His 
power consists in casting himself in con- 
scious weakness upon Him. Oh! what 
might there is in that helplessness which 


compels a man to depend entirely on | | 


Jesus. Perhaps a young Christian finds 
himself engaged in some conflict with his 
own corrupt heart. He struggles long and 
violently, but is as often overcome. One 
look to Jesus for strength is worth all the 
efforts he can make in his own power. 
Strength comes in simple dependence. 
When he turns away from all his own 
fancied power, and gets his power alto- 
gether from the Saviour, then he has the 


| victory. 


Faith grasps the promises by which 
God works. These are God’s instruments 
in sanctifying souls. ‘ Whereby,” it is 
said, “are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises, that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature.” 
And it is only by faith that these prom- 
ises can have any effect. The believed 
promise is full of sanctifying power. When 
you take some promise as yours, that 
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promise works in your heart. Did we 
more simply rest upon the promises, we 
should stand up more firmly; did we let 
them dwell more richly in our heart, we 
should find in them food making our souls 
grow. We must use the means of God’s 
own appointment, if we would advance. 
Clinging to a promise, some word which 
God has spoken, is much more effectual 
inwesisting temptation, or gaining an in- 
crease of grace, than the strongest efforts 
in our own power; and in this sense it is 
by faith we have access into this grace in 
which we stand. 

Faith keeps up the intercourse between 
God and the soul. It is like a hand draw- 
ing grace from him in every time of need. 
And we are sanctified by faith, when 
stretching out this hand constantly to re- 
ceive the power we need to do his will. 
That which we might labor in vain to do 
by any efforts of our own, may be done at 
once when we draw the strength out of 
infinite fulness. Then we link ourselves 
with Him who cannot disappoint us, and 
who is able to work all our works in us. 
I might toil in vain to lift a weight myself, 
which would be moved in an instant if I 
fastened it to a steam-engine. And in 
this case we are permitted by faith to join 
ourselves to infinite power. How long 
and weary was that night in which the 
disciples toiled in ishing ‘and took noth- 
ing; but when they trusted in Jesus, then 
the labor was at an end. They gained 
more in five minutes than in five hours 
previously. It was so when they were 
rowing in a stormy sea, and tossed about 
for hours; but when He came, walking on 
the waves, and they committed themselves 
to Him, immediately the ship was at the 
land whither they went. Dependence 
upon Jesus brings with it strength. By 
this God purifies hearts. He communi- 
cates to them, by it, a strength which is 
not their own. And so it is often found, 
that while some we think to be full of 
power, prove weaker than water, there is 
many a despised Christian, having no in- 


ward consciousness of strength, who is 
yet really strong. ‘The fruits of holiness 
flourish in the heart. ‘Things are done 
by that man, or that feeble woman it may 
be, which put to shame the efforts of 


that there is one who is strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might, and 
thus, by faith, has access into this grace — 
is sanctified by faith. 

Lastly. This sanctification of faith is 
full of rejoicing hope. “ Rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God,” is a part of it. 
See how it differs from man’s own method 
of making himself holy, which has always 
an air of melancholy about it. Man’s 
method denounces sin and threatens it; 
God’s method shows how to triumph over 
it. Man’s method throws doubt upon the 
sinner’s justification, i in order to lead him 
the more strenuously to seek to be sancti- 
fied; God’s method draws from his being 


completely justified the pledge and assu- 


rance of his sanctification also. Man’s 
method bids the believer question his 
safety, that he may be driven by fear to 
do right; God’s method teaches him that 
in order to do right he must, above all 
things, never cast away his confidence. 
Man’s method makes mortified men; 
God’s method makes happy men, who 
‘“‘mortify the flesh with its affections and 
lusts.” Man’s method empties the heart 
of one unclean spirit, and sweeps and 
garnishes it for seven more; God’s method 
fills the heart with grace, that grace may 
expel its sin, and reign. Man’s method at 
best makes a hard-working bond-slave ; 
God’s method trains up children. Man’s 
method coerces into unwilling obedience ; 
God’s method educates into willing sur- 
render. Man’s method leaves the soul in 
hopeless uncertainty ; God’s method makes 
it rejoice in hope of his glory. And while 
some are striving in the dark to mend 
their corrupt hearts, and patch up their 
broken resolutions, and work themselves 
into something better, those whom God is 


teaching, being first “justified .by faith,” 


other Christians; and the reason is this, © 
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and “having peace with him through our | soul, and spirit, blameless unto the coming 
Lord Jesus Christ,” by that same Saviour | of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
have access also unto holiness, by faith, 
receiving the first seed of new life, and 
daily supplies of grace, and “ rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God.” 

To one already justified it is the most THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. 
important of all questions how to become — 


holy. It is with this end in view that we)! Wuar avails the blood of Christ? It 
have been saved. It was that he might avails what mountains of good works 
deliver us from this. present evil world | heaped up by us, what columns of the 
that he gave himself for our sins; and_ incense of prayer curling up from our lips 
the substance of what has preceded is this ,| toward heaven, and what streams of tears 
— that the blessing is not to be obtainedin of penitence gushing rom our eyelids 
unbelieving effort and self-trusting reso- never could avail. “ The blood of Jesus 
lutions; that it is equally, though for dif- | Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 
ferent reasons, true that we cannot be “Helps us to cleanse ourselves, perhaps ?” 
our own sanctifiers, any more than our No, cleanseth us. ‘ Furnishes the motive 
own justifiers ; and that coming in faith and the obligation for us to cleanse our- 
to Jesus is the way to find grace and selves ?” No, it cleanseth us. “ Cleans- 
strength as really as pardon and right- eth us from the desire to sin?” No, 
eousness. We must draw our strength cleanseth us from sin itself. ‘ Cleanseth 
from Jesus. On him alone can we de- us from the sin of inactivity in the work of 
pend for it. And he is most in the way personal improvement?” No, from all sin. 
to grow in holiness who is most conscious “ But did you say the blood does this ?” 
of being able to do nothing without Jesus. ‘Yes, the blood. “The doctrine of Christ 

Trust Him, dear brother, or dear sister, you must mean?” No, his blood. “ His 


with this matter. Cling to his promise : example itis ?” No, his blood, his blood. 
“ Sin shall not have dominion over you; Oh what hostility the world still betrays 
for ye are not under the law, but under toward: this essential element of Chris- 
grace.” And when you find the force of tianity! Can anything be stated more 
corruption within threatening to over- | plainly in language than the entire Word 
whelm you, instead of resting on your of God declares that our redemption from 
own power, or yielding to despair, throw | sin is by the blood of Christ? And yet 
yourself, by faith, on him to whom you | what strenuous efforts are constantly made 
owe it that you are not under condemna- ‘to set aside this plain, essential, wonder- 
tion. From the hour that he set you free | ful, and most glorious truth, that the blood 
from guilt he gave you warrant to trust of our Lord Jesus Christ cleanseth us from 
him for deliverance from iniquity. His all sin! — Lutheran and Missionary. 
you are, and he will make you what his | 
must be. The sanctifying Spirit he never ~ 
withholds from the justified believer. | 
Faith cannot stretch out the empty hand| THe Past AND THE PRESENT.—A 
and draw it back unfilled. You shall, by | clergyman thus describes the difference 
faith, climb mountains of difficulty, tread between his experience in the past and 
Satan under foot, overcome the world, the present: ‘ Formerly,” said he, “I 
- and be more than conqueror, till, at bias. | committed’ my soul to God; now, I 
the God of peace shall “sanctify you | commit the keepingof my soul to him, and 
wholly, and preserve your whole body, | he does keep it.” 


at 
- o~ »~ 
y . 


nad 


« 


~ 


‘ 


? 
é 
) 
a 
| 
Ay 
bs 


GUIDE TO 


20 


HOLINESS. « 


TRIBULATION THE WAY TO 
THE KINGDOM. 


The following, clipped from the Pittsburgh 
Christian Advocate, will find a response in many 
hearts in these days of trial. 


Tue Scriptures teach that the child of 
God must suffer persecution; and hence 
the Saviour taught his disciples on the 
mount not to think strange when men 
would persecute them and say all manner 
of evil about them, for righteousness’ sake ; 
but to rejoice, for@heir reward should be 
t in the kingdom of heaven. And 
Peter says : “ Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when 
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be 
reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you; on their part he is evil 
spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 
But let none of you suffer as a murderer, 
or asa thief, or as an evil doer, or as a 
busybody in other men’s matters. Yet if 
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on 
this behalf.” Then it is clear that they 
who live godly in Christ Jesus must ex- 
pect persecutions ; but nevertheless there 
is comfort for such as thus suffer, for Jesus 
said to his disciples, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation, but be of good 
cheer: I have overcome the world.” And 
again it has been said that “all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God.” This is as much as to say that he 
will ultimately make every obedient soul 
as happy as his nature is capable of being 
made, and that all the events and circum- 
stances of this life, whether painful or 
pleasant, shall be so adjusted and oveér- 
ruled as to be made to contribute to this 
end. Although “ many are the afflictions 
of the righteous,” they can pray for di- 


vine support in every trial: we may be 
very weak and feeble, but God is strong. 
He has promised to help ; let us plead his 
promise ; for he has said, “I the Lord thy 
God will hold thy right hand, saying unto 
thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” By 
waiting upon God, in the duty of prayer, 
we renew our strength, and mount up as 


}on the wings of eagles above every pain, 


and all our troubles and sorrows; and, be- 
ing thus strengthened, we have nothing’ 
to fear, for as our day is so is our strength. 
Paul had a thorn in the flesh, and he eary- 
estly besought the Lord that it might be 
removed. But the Lord did not remove 
it; he gave him an equivalent; “ My 
grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength 
is-made perfect in weakness.” There is 
one thing that we should remember in 
particular —that in all our tribulations 
we should pray for divine counsel ; for the 
Bible says, “If any of you lack wisdom 
let him ask it of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
shall be given him.” We never need the 
counsel of God so much as in the dark 
days, when clouds and thick darkness roll 
round us, and we know not which way to 
go or what to do; but when we cleave to 
God in all our ways, he directs our steps 
and keeps our lives. It is pleasing and: 
full of consolation to be able to say with | 
Asaph, “ Thou hast holden me by my 
right hand. Thou shalt guide me with 
thy counsel, and afterward receive me to 
glory.” No counsel is so safe as that of 
the Lord: “ For the counsel of the Lord 
standeth forever,—the thoughts of his 
heart to all generations.” 

To make this subject still more clear, 
suffer me to direct your attention to a 
few examples as recorded in the Bible: — 


ENOCH. 
This eminent saint walked with God 
three hundred years, and God translated 
him that he should not see death ; but 


before he was translated he had the testi- 
mony that he pleased God; “ and he was 
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not, for God took him.” His friends may 
have sought diligently for him, as the sons 
of the prophets-sought Elisha on the 
mountains of Israel; but “he was not.” 
His enemies may have sought him with 
envious and malicious designs against his 
person and character, “and he was not 
found, because God had translated him.” 
The world, no doubt, had used this good 
man very ill; but the Lord took him out 
of their reach. Without seeing death, 
transported by the power of God, he en- 
ters the glory land, and leaves all his trib- 
ulations behind. 
| MOSES. 

This man, when a child, was hid by his 
parents three months because of the 
king’s commandment, and was found by 
Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as 
her own child; but when he became a 
man he refused to be called her: son, and 
“to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son; choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God.” He esteemed 
their sufferings more than all the treas- 
ures in Egypt, and the reproach of Christ 
above afl earthly honor and power; “ for 
he endured as seeing him who is invisi- 
ble.” How few, comparatively speaking, 
make the choice which Moses did! They 
‘ prefer the treasures of Egypt before the 
tribulations of the Christian, — the honor 
of the world to the kingdom of Christ ; 


and, as a consequence of this, they must 


suffer the penalty of violated laws ; whilst 
those who choose to suffer tribulation, and 
esteem the reproach of Christ more than 
all things else, shall enjoy unending felic- 
ity in heaven. 
ABRAHAM. 

He was called to go into a country 
which he knew not, and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went; and “he so- 
journed in the land of promise as ina 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob,” the heirs “of the 
same promise; for he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.” ‘Abraham, when he was 


tried, offered up his only-begotten son, of 
whom it was said that in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called.” The trial of Abraham 
is a proof that the greatest favorites of 
heaven may be sorely tried, and that they 
must enter the kingdom through much 
tribulation. This world is not regarded 
by the Christian as a place of rest, — not 
as the pilgrim’s home, but as a land of 
trial. Should not every grace and every 
virtue be proved? It is fit that all should 
be tried, for heaven will be more wel- 
come after these afflictions. Emotions of 
gratitude will swell every bosom there for 
every severe affliction endured here. 
We cannot think but that Abrabam had 
more comfort in Isaac than in all things 
else; but he must be given up. What a 
trial! What a’cross! What a loss! I 
imagine all other things would have been 
trifling, compared to Isaac. Ah, we little 
know, when our affections are placed 
upon earthly comforts, the bitter pangs 
they may cause before all is over. Where 
we expect asweet, a bitter may be found; 
and when we invite pleasure sorrow often 
comes. Jacob loved Joseph; but he was 
taken and sold into Egypt. David loved 
Absalom ; but he became a rebel, and died 
in disgrace. Ifow suddenly our fondest 
hopes are blighted, and the heart wrung 
with sorrow! Fix your affections on 
things above, for they are all enduring. | 


JOB. 

The history given in the Bible informs 
us that the Sabeans had taken away his 
beasts and slain his servants with the edge 
of the sword; that the fire had fallen 
from heaven and burned up the sheep 
and the shepherds; that the Chaldeans 
had robbed him of his camels and mur- 
dered his domestics; that his sons and 


daughters had been killed in the house of | 


their feasting, by the whirlwind; also 
that his body was covered “ with sore 
boils from the sole of his foot unto his 
crown ;” and that his best friends, even 
his wife, tempted him to “curse God and 
die.’ But next come his three friends, 
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who were neighboring princes, accompa- 
nied by Elihu, on a visit of condolence, 
which was occasioned by the apparent 
judgments of God which had befallen 
him; and they argued, and strenuously 
maintained and insisted, that his unparal- 
leled calamities and sufferings proved him 
to be a bad man. Job as strenuously in- 
sisted that he was altogether innocent, 
and that his afflictions were only intended 
to prove and improve his piety, and that 
when this should be accomplished he 
would come forth as gold purified from the 
furnace. But God finally decided the 
dispute in favor of his servant Job; and 
he required Job's three friends to offer 
sacrifice for their misdoings, and Job 
must pray for their forgiveness. Then 
Providence smiled upon ‘him, and he was 
highly favored; greater prosperity and 
_ happiness was bestowed upon him than at 
the first. | 

_ Are you stripped of property, bereft of 
children, afflicted in your person, forsaken 
of friends, persecuted and insulted by 
those who profess to be your friends? 
Think of the patience, confidence, afflic- 
tions, conflicts, and troubles of Job, and 
of Job’s living Redeemer, who brought 
him safely through all his troubles. Go 
and do thou likewise, and thou shalt be 
happy, and shalt stand on the mount of 
God at last, and sing with the redeemed. 
If good men have tribulation here, they 
also have joy'in the blessed Redeemer, 
and shall see God in glory when the 
world and all the works thereof have 
passed away. Job said: “Oh, that my 


words were now written! Oh, that they | 


were printed in a book! that they were 
graven with an iron pen and laid in the 
rock forever! For I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth.” 

LAZARUS. 

He had great tribulation. He was a 
beggar, and was reduced toastate of most 
abject poverty. He desired, no doubt, a 
speedy release from the world, and a 


happy exit to the land of rest ; but his suf- | 


fering time was not yet ended. He must 
be carried to the rich man’s gate, where 


he desired to be fed with the crumbs that . 


fell from his table, that his feeble nature 
might be sustained. It was his lot to suf- 
fer a great many deprivations and acute 
sensations arising from the same. He 
was not only a beggar reduced to pov- 
erty and want, but he was greatly afflicted 
and full of sores. It is hard indeed when 
poverty and pain meet in the same per- 
son ; but this suffering saint had no earthly 
comfort. His sores were exposed for the 
want of proper clothing to cover them ; 
for you remember that it was said “ the 
dogs came and licked his sores.” What 
an object of pity! Enough, one would 
think, to soften the hardest heart, and 
bring to his aid all possible help. But 
death soon put an end to all his sufferings ; 
for “it came to pass that the beggar 


died.” .-He could not help himself; but — 


his help was in God. Here his tribula- 
tion ended, and the angels of God wafted 
his spirit up to his home in heaven, where 
sighing and sorrow, pain and poverty, 


disease and death can never corfte. Let 
the righteous who are afflicted put their © 


trust in God and be bold. Dark clouds 
of tribulation may loom up around you, 
but he who knows all your ways will de- 
liver you out of all of your afflictions, 
and clothe you at last in a robe of spot- 
less white. 


THE MORE ELEVATED OUR POSITION, 


The purer the atmosphere we breathe, 
the more extended is our view; and, 
should we fall, the more rapid and deep 
is the descent. If the light “be dark- 
ness, how great is that darkness!” kK. 


THE MEASURE OF OUR WISDOM 


Is the whole word of God, with the. 


“Spirit of Truth” as our “ Teacher,” to 


“ guide unto all truth,” upon the simple 
condition of faith in the promise, — an 


asking “in faith, nothing wavering.” K. 
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LETTER FROM MRS. PALMER. 


BRIDGEND, South Wales, 
February 18, 1862. 

Soutnu WALEs abounds in lovely views. 
Green hills and dales, and fast-flowing riv- 
ers, everywhere variegate the scene. Yes- 
terday, we went to Santbwn, and rode a 
few miles along the beautiful banks of the 
expansive Bristol Channel. 


| stricken widow might feel. 


their beloved queen in this bereavement ; 
neither can there be a doubt whether her 
royal majesty does not suffer, in this sud- 
den bereavement, pangs of sorrow similar 
to those that any other sensitive, heart- 
The widow 
and the fatherless feel alike, whether in 
court or cottage. 


Said Newman Hall, in his sermon on 


the death of the princé, “ Who could 
picture to himself the lonely queen, going 
forth the other day from Windsor Palace, 


Wales has been compared to the charm- | | which she refused to quit till the coffin-lid 


ing Isle of Wight, only far more extensive. was finally closed over his remains; who 
There are several old castles, built cen-| could see her, with no state attendants, 
turies ago, in this and the region round jn widow’s weeds, weeping as she went 
about, to whose hoary reinains the ever-/ across the slopes of Windsor Park by a 
youthful green ivy tenaciously clings. secluded path to the railway station, — 

Our mother country has, in its agricul-! the only journey during twenty years 


tural portions, some arts in beautifying! she had taken without his royal high- 
the way-sides and fields which America! ness ; — oh, who could picture to himself 


cannot so freely boast. The green-clad 
' slopes on either side, as you pass along by 
the railroad, and the refreshing flower- 
gardens, and mimic grotto work at the 


stations, and the evergreen hawthorn 


hedges, dividing the fields into patch- 
work, reminds one of May in the midst 
of winter, though February is not half 
over. 

But England has many more cloudy 
days than her youthful daughter, America. 
And England now is exceedingly g crave, 
aye, more than grave,—she is sorrow- 
ful. In more aspects than one it may be_ 
said our mother country is in sackcloth. 
Though many weeks have passed since 
the Queen of England became a widow, 
she is still feeling her widowhood as 
though it were but yesterday. 

The churches and chapels throughout 
_ the land are still hung in mourning. The’ 
ladies of England are everywhere clothed 
in sable, in “gyepethy with their queen. 
The gentlemen are wearing wide crape 
bands on their hats, such as betoken 
widowed hearts with us. There can be 
no mistake in regard to the true heart- 
sympathy of the people of England witli 


such a sight, and not mourn~tfat death 
has entered our palaces ?” 

Prince Albert was unquestionably a 
.man of sterling virtues, and during the 
last few months of his life he seems to 
have been manifestly preparing: for his 
change. 

The prince was born August 26, 1819, 


and was three months younger than the 
queen. The queen and the prince were 
first cousins. Lis father was brother to 
| the late Duchess of Kent. October, 
1839, was his first eventful visit to Eng- 
land; and on February 10th, of the same 
year, in the Chapel Royal of St. James, 
Queen Victoria repeated the words, “I, 
Victoria, take thee, Albert, to be my 
wedded husband; to have and to hold, 


haa this day forward, for better or for 


worse, for richer or poorer; in sickness 
and i in health, to love, cherish, and obey, 
till death us do part.” 


| 


cloud, the sun of prosperity shone upon 
the royal pair. During nearly twenty- 
two years the dark day seemed not to 
approach. Sons and daughters in goodly 


t 


Said Newman Hall, “ With scarcely a 


array sprang up around them. Sickness 
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was a stranger at court; until the begin- 
ning of the present year no serious be- 
reavement befel the royal circle. Chil- 
dren’s children began to appear. 

“ The prince consort was still young, and 
might expect to be the ornament of his 
country during another period equal to 
the whole age he had already attained. 
But in the midst of life and health, of 
strength and dignities, death entered into 
our palaces. Then was fulfilled the words 
of Amos the prophet, ‘It shall come to 
pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that 
I will cause the sun to go down at noon, 
and I will darken the earth in the clear 
day, and I will turn your feasts into 
mourning, and all your songs into lamen- 
tation, and I will bring up sackcloth upon 
all loins, and baldness upon every head, 
and I will make it as the mourning of an 
only son, and the end thereof as a bitter 
day.’” | 

On several public occasions the de- 
parted prince avowed his reverence for 
God; and though it is to be feared that 
he was not experimentally pious till 
within the few last months of his life, 
yet in his public speeches he repeatedly 
and clearly testified his belief in Divine 
Revelation, and his wish for the spread 
of Christian principles. 

In front of the Royal Exchange; Lon- 


In our travels we have twice met with 
Prince Albert and other members of the 
royal family. The prince was tall and 
good-looking ; a man of middle age, with 
an intellectual, benevolent countenance. 
From what we read of former sovereigns, 
we have scarcely reason to think that 
England has, for many centuries, been 
blessed with a sovereign whose surround- 
ings, personal character, and well-ordered 
household, has been as unexceptionable 
as that of the present sovereign. 

The sudden bereavement that has be- 
fallen the royal family, and in which the 
whole British nation now participates, 
has made developments which show the 
conjoint letters V. and A., so familiar to 
the eye of most people. here, betokened 
a union of loving hearts united in pur- 
pose to set a praiseworthy example to 


the people of England; if not in earnest 
heart-piety, of high morality and worldly 


rectitude. 
On the landing of the staircase leading 


to the private apartments of the royal — 


family in Windsor Castle, stands a beauti- 
fully-sculptured marble statue. An emi- 
nent artist at the head of the Protestant 
party in France executed it by the com- 
mand and according to the instructions of 
Prince Albert. It represents the youthful 
and pious King Edward VI. In one hand 


don, there is an inscription, which has, | he holds an open Bible, while the sceptre in 


doubtless, been read by thousands, with- 
out a thought of the one through whose 
instigation it was placed there. Observ- 
ing in the plan of the architect a bare 
slab, the prince asked what use was to be 
made of it. Being informed it was not 
designed for anything special, he pro- 
posed that it should bear the inscription; 
“THE EARTH IS THE LORD’s, AND 
THE FULNESS THEREOF.” 

Thus traders coming in from all parts 
of the world are reminded that the goods 
in which they traffic are all the product 
of an Almighty hand, and read a lesson 
calculated to inspire them with humility 


and gratitude. 7 


the other points to this text on the open 
page: “Josiah was eight years old when 
he began to reign; and he did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord.” 

This statue was placed on those stairs 
that the royal children, especially the 
Prince of Wales, might ever be reminded 
by the example of two good and youthful 
kings of the importance of doing what is 


right, not only in the eyes of courtiers. 


and of the people, but in the sight of 
Him who searcheth the heart. 

It is affirmed, and from a reliable 
source, that the last time the prince 
made an attempt to use his pen, was to 
soften the threatening dispatch sent to 
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Lord Lyons in relation to the Trent affair. 
This was after his illness had commenced, 
and was by the desire of the queen, and 
was a joint matter between the royal 
pair. 

It was not long after the return of the 
royal family from their Scottish home, 
Balmoral, that the prince was taken ill. 
While there he heard a.sermon from the 
text, “ Prepare to meet thy God.” The 
circumstanges were peculiar. The oflici- 
ating minister, having forgotten his ser- 
mon, suddenly seleeted this text, he having 
preached from it recently, and the sub- 
ject on that account being familiar, was 
chosen. Her royal majesty and the 
prince listened with solemn attention, 
and afterward sent to the minister for 
the manuscript, which was returned with 
thanks, and a desire expressed that it 
might be published. This, it is said, was 
the last sermon the prince ever heard. 

On one occasion, after the prince had 
spoken of his recovery as doubtful, one of 
his physicians, endeavoring to rally his 
spirits, spoke quite confidently of a favor- 
able issue; to which the prince replied 
about thus: “No, I shall not recover; 
but I am not taken by surprise. If I had 
nothing but my earthly honors, I should 
be poor indeed. I trust I am prepared.” 

One among the most favorite hymns of 
Prince Albert, on his dying bed, was, — 


* Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee.’ 


The hymn throughout was often re- 
peated by him and in his hearing by 
those who affectionately waited around 
his dying pillow. Princess Alice is said 
to be pious. It is reported that she re-| 
peated not only consoling words of Scrip- 
ture and precious portions of hymns, but 
that she also knelt by her dying father’s 
bed-side, and poured out her soul to God 
in affecting prayer without the aid of a 
book. | 

March 24th. My letter, as you will 


see, bears the date of over a month ago. 


Our first two or three weeks in South 
Wales were spent in the neat and improv- 
ing town of Bridgend, where we were 
permitted to enjoy the fellowship of 
friends much beloved in Jesus, and to 
witness Christians greatly quickened in 
the divine life, and over one hundred 
brought to Jesus. 

The third week was spent at the ‘little 
town of Cowbridge, where showers of 
blessings were also poured out upon God’s 
heritage, and the altar nightly surrounded 
with seekers from near and remote dis- 
tances. The number blessed, I believe, 
was about fifty. The last thirty-four days 
have been spent in Cardiff, the largest 
seaport town in South Wales. Ilere the 
Lord has poured out his Spirit upon his 
people in a powerful manner. Many 
have sought and obtained the blessing of 
purity, and about eight hundred have 
been gathered out of the world. We 
shall shortly leave for our next field of 
labor, twenty-four miles distant. 

An interesting incident has just come 
to my knowledge, which I am sure will 
cause a thrill of joy to Christian hearts 
of every country. Who would not love 
to think of the sovereign of one of the 
most mighty nations of the earth as really 
God-fearing and at heart pious ? 

At a meeting of the army Scripture | 
readers, the Rev. H. Iuleatt narrated 
the following incident, which he re 
ceived from one of. the actors in the © 
scene. The clergyman of Osborn — Isle 
of Wight, where the Queen of England 
has spent the most of her time since the 
death of the prince — had occasion to 


visit an aged parishioner. As he entered 


the room where the invalid was, he saw 
by the bedside a lady in deep mourning 
reading the Word of God. He was about 
to retire, when the lady exclaimed, — 
“Pray, remain; I would not wish the 
invalid to lose the comfort which a cler- 
gyman might afford.” 

The lady retired, and the clergyman 
found lying on the bed a book with texts 
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of Scripture adapted to the sick; and he 
found that out of that book portions of 
Scripture had been read by the lady in 
black. That lady was the Queen of 
England. 


THE MEETING IN RIVINGTON 
STREET. 


“ The Tuesday Meeting,” as it is called, estab- 
lished so many years ago, at the house of Dr. 
Palmer in New York, still continues to be the 
centre of a deep spiritual interest. Our corres- 
pondent sums up the exercises of two rainy days’ 
meetings in her usual jottings as follows: — 

THe number was small to-day, com- 
pared with the throng which usually crowd 
our rooms; but the Master was specially 
present, and those who through excessive 
esteem for others are silent at other times, 
embraced the opportunity tospeak. Rev. 
IR read the beautiful chapter, “I am 
the vine,” with emphasis and life, inter- 
spersing it with suitable remarks. Mrs. 
L—— spoke of her enjoyment of the 
thirteenth of Hebrews: also of her faith in 
the promise, “ If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will and it shall be done unto you.” The 
way of faith, and God working in us to 
purify and make us holy, was taught with 
great clearness and fulness. 

One desired to know whether, in all 


adverse circumstances, the sanctified heart | 


could promptly say, “ Thy will be done.” 
Several responded by saying that they had 
been enabled through grace to doso. 

Three very young disciples, yet in their 
school-days, sweetly witnessed to the fact 
that they love the Lord with all the heart. 
One of them, we believe the youngest in 
the room, related the following experi- 
ence : — 

“ T have been greatly blessed this after- 
noon; I have gained through Christ 
another victory. The past week has been 
one of great temptation. I saw so many 


imperfections in myself'that I was tempted | 


to yield the blessing of sanctification, and 


content myself with living as the mass of 
professing Christiansdo. Idid not then 
know, as I afterward learned from Wes- 
ley’s writings, that a deep sense of de- 
pravity was one of the fruits of this state 
of grace. 

“During the time of this distress my 
Saviour was with me, and often spoke to 
me through the precious Word. Saturday 
morning, on opening my text-book, I found 
that the verse for the day was, ‘ Put on 
the whole armor of God;’ the words of 
Wesley came immediately to my mind, 
‘Having put on the whole armor, it is but 
right that it should be tested, and miné 
was tested that day. The conflict was so 
great that it seemed as if all my mental 
powers were engaged in it. I should 
have given up the strife, had I not remem- 
bered that Satan is a conquered foe, and 
if I perseveringly resisted, looking unto 
Jesus, I should conquer. 

“On Monday ,morning, while stead- 
fastly maintaining my determination, and 
saying, as I had all through the temptation, 
‘I will believe,’ I began to realize that the 
adversary was fleeing: and while praying 
to God, Jesus manifested himself as con- 
queror, and from that time, throughout 
the morning, I could truly say, | 


‘Not acloud doth arise to darken my skies 
Or hide for one moment my Lord from my eyes.’ 


“This morning the enemy again as- 
saulted me with the suggestion, ‘In two_ 
years you will lose all this; you need not 
think to always maintain your present 
state; how many resolutions have been . 
made and as quickly broken; the future 
will be as the past.’ To this I replied 


that I would endeavor to live by the mo- 


ment, not by the year, trusting in Jesus 
for grace needed in each successive mo- 
ment, and in that way would serve him all 


my life. This verse was a great benefit 
tome:— 


‘ We laugh to scorn his cruel power, 
While by our Shepherd’s side; 
The sheep he never can devour, 
Unless he first divide.’ 
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“ The chapter at the commencement of 
the meeting, fifteenth of John, is very 
precious to me, especially the words, 
‘Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine, neither can ye ex- 
cept ye abide in me.’ I know I cannot 
bear fruit of myself, but if I abide in the 
vine I shall.. While singing that beauti- 
ful chorus, ‘I do believe, I now believe,’ 
the victory was complete. Ido not now 
fear that in two or any number of years 
Iwill leave my Saviour. I give God all 
the glory.” 


We are almost ready to anticipate a 
rainy day —the number is so small com- 
paratively, that they occupy the time each 
more fully than when many are preserft. 
A mate of a ship, who is always with us 
when in port, said that soon after he re- 
ceived the blessing of a clean heart he 
went tosea. The captain had caused him 
to think that the crew was pious, but he 
found they were all ungodly. He began 
to work among them in prayer meetings, 
reading the Bible, &c. They had not 
long crossed the line when five were con- 
‘verted. In S. America he had visited 


| 


| 


me. I was ina condition to appreciate 
and enjoy them in an eminent degree; 
not, mark you, that I lived in the highest 
spere of Christian experience, but as one 
who, having tasted the sweet water of 
life’s fountain, was ready and anxious to 
be introduced into greater depths, nearer 
the great fountain-head. I was in earnest 
pursuit after Benjamin’s portion. While 
friends thought I was already ripening, I 
felt a longing of soul after higher attain- 
ments, unlike anything earthly. This was 
the result of having already obtained 
largely from God. For who is taught to 

be satisfied ? | 


‘Ah! who against thy charms is proof, 

Ah! who that /ores can love enough?’ 
~ “T bless God that he has not set bounds 
to our joys. He does not mark out a cer- 
tain limit and say, ‘ Obtain this and be 
satisfied.’ But, praise his name! there is 
no restriction, no boundary beyond! 

“T must say, that when I first listened 
to the rich experience of many in your 
meetings, I felt like hiding my shame- 
stricken face forever. ‘Their enjoyments 
appeared to be of so refined a character, 
so exquisite, and abundant withal; and 
the manner of communicating so lofty and 


little bands of Christians in different pla- pure, and yet so full of sweet simplicity, 


ces, and found Mrs. Palmer’s “ Way of 
Holiness” there, and souls who were 
awake to its vital truths. He detailed his 
labors with individuals, and showed how 
the pious sailor becomes a missionary. 
Christ was honored in the grace be- 
stowed upon those who in the spring-time 


of life have given their hearts wholly to 


the Lord — we trust they are lambs folded 
in the bosom of Jesus. Some arose for 
prayer, and several special cases were pre- 
sented, for whom fervent prayer was of- 
fered. 

We cannot forbear giving a testimony 
from India. 

“ Luckeempur, Oudh, March 24, 1862. 

“ The precious seasons I enjoyed in com- 
mon with others, in the Tuesday gather- 
ings, can never be too- highly prized by 


that I instinctively shrank from the task. 
that my Ileavenly Father laid upon me. 
A sense of littleness and leanness pos- 
sessed me throughout, and I was prepared 
to sympathize with Jonah when he fled 
from God. 

‘“ T was soon led, however, to contem- 
plate better things. I discerned one 
spirit pervading our hearts, and though a 
larger measure of grace was given to 
some, it was the same in nature, and pro- 
portionately fashioned our hearts alike. 

“ Herein is one of the brightest orna 
ments of our religion, and at once attests 
its divinity —that it fashions the heart 
from the moment we in utter self-renun- 
ciation cast ourselves into the. merciful 
hand of God. Then, again, the nature 


of the wondrous change — ’tis not super 
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ficial, not insensible ; but palpable, ration- 
al, and thorough. It appeals to our eyes, 
that whereas we were once blind now we 
see. It appeals to our.ears; for once we 
heard the sentence of condemnation and 
guilt; we now hear the voice of pardon 
and full salvation. =a 
“Tt appeals to our understanding — 
once all was darkness and ignorance, 
now light abounds. Not a faint transient 
light, but light in its very essence, pene- 
trating every chamber of our being, and 
diffusing throughout a constant and in- 
creasing brightness. ‘The path of the just is 
as the shining light, which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.’ I think it 
was the last time that I sat among you, 
that I enjoyed such rich views of God 
and Christ. Perhaps he graciously came 
nearer; and allowed me a glimpse of his 
excellent glory as he passed. Be this as 
it may, I was sweetly wrought upon, and 
never before embraced my Saviour’s cross 
more firmly. 
‘See me, see me, once a rebel, 
Vanquished at the cross I lie; 
Cross, to tame earth’s proudest able, — 
Who was ec’erso proud as I? 
He convinced me, he subdued me; 
He chastised me, he renewed me. 
The nails that nailed, the spear that slew him, 
Transfixed my heart, and dound it to him! 


*fSee me, see me, once a rebel, 
Vanquished at his cross I lie!’ 


“ The blessed Lord gave me much vic- 
tory that day.” W. W. H. 


“PULLING THEM OUT OF THE 
FIRE.” 


A YOUTHFUL pastor sat by the. sick- 
bed of an aged Christian, from whose 
religious experience he had drawn many 
instructive and consoling lessons. He 
had been reading aloud, at her request, 
the Epistle of Jude. She remarked, 
“ That twenty-third verse has a won- 
derful significance to me, for it reminds 
me of an exciting incident of my early 


life, and its effect upon my religious char- 
acter. : 

“I was just recovering from a severé 
sickness, and was still so weak as to be 
quite exhausted by the effort of walking 
across the room, when my father’s house 
took fire, and was burned to the ground. 
The flames burst out at midnight. I was 
awake, and had been for some time listen- 
ing to a faint crackling without under- 
standing its terrible import. Suddenly 
the truth flashed upon me. I sprang 
from my bed, and, although so weak, 
succeeded in rousing the different mem- 
bers of the family, and they were soon 
all assembled, with the exception of one 
of the servant girls. Could it be that — 
she had again fallen asleep? I rushed 
t® her room, and found her in a profound 
slumber, while the glare of light was so 
intense that I felt sure the roof was blaz- 
ing over our heads. I shrieked her 
name; she moved uneasily, and slum- 
bered on. I struck her with all my 
force, but with little more effect; a shght 
movement, a few muttered words of im 
patience, and she was again asleep. 


| With the strength of despair I took hold 


of her, and, large and heavy though she 
was, dragged her to the floor. The fall 
awoke her, and she was saved. Not 
more than a moment after our escape, the 
roof fell in, and the room was wrapt in 
flames. 

“ Years after, this incident came be- 
fore my mind as a rebuke for my indiffer- — 


ence to the welfare of souls around me. 


I had made desperate, almost superhu- 
man efforts to save that poor life, which, 
cherish it as we may, and prolonged to 
its ‘utmost extent, is but as the fading 


| flower; but what had I done for souls? 


They were slumbering in false security, 
while the fire that never shall be quenched 
was slowly gaining upon them, and would 
soon envelope them forever, and I had_ 
been at ease, or only put forth feeble ef- 
forts to save them. A deep sense of 


guilt settled down on my heart. I feared 
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that the blood of souls would be found 
on my garments. My distress of mind 
was such as to impair my health, until, in 
tay anguish, I went to the Saviour, coh- 
fessed my sin, and found how much he 
can forgive, and how ready he is to give 
grace and strength for the performance 
of duty. Through his assistance I en- 
deavored to put forth as earnest efforts 
for the precious life of the soul as I had 
once done for that of the body.” 

All unconsciously to herself the aged 
woman had said the word in season which 
that pastor needed, for he, too, had fal- 
tered in his Master’s sétvice; the love 
of souls was fading out of his heart, and 
things temporal were taking that place 
in his thoughts which should have been 
occupied by the eternal; but He who 
often speaks through the still, small 
voice, made this simple story the means 
of rousing him from his slothfulness. He 
seemed from this day to have received a 
new baptism of the Spirit; and, through 
weariness and exhaustion, through trial 
and discouragement, he labored on until 
he had worn out his mortal frame, and 
was called to his rest. Often, when his 
efforts to rouse the attention of the im- 
penitent seemed fruitless, he called to 
remembrance his friend’s story, and 
would say to himself, “ I must be more in 
earnest; I must take hold of sinners and 
drag them from eternal burning.” 


Love.— Love is the weapon which 
Omnipotence reserved to conquer rebel 
man, when all the rest had failed. Reason 
he parries; fear he answers blow for 
blow; future interests he meets with 
present pleasure; but love, that sun 
against whose melting beams winter can- 
not stand, that soft, subduing summer, 
which wrestles down the giant, — there is 
not one human being in a million whose 
clay heart is balou against love. 


WE ARE BY NATURE 
Just what the law forbitls us to be; and, 
to know ourselves, we have only to look 
into this mirror, and behold our “ natural” 
state. | | K. 


| continually. 


AN ADDRESS TO A TRAVELLER. 


My fellow-traveller to the grave, 
Thou hast a soul to lose or save, — 
A éoul to live with God in heaven, 
Or else to hell it must be driven, — 
A soul that cost the precious blood . 
Of Christ, the only Son of God, 
And wilt thou, traveller, dare to say 
To thy Redeemer, ‘‘ Go thy way ?”’ 
When he shall ask thee for thy heart, 
Canst thou refuse with it to part? 
Just turn thine eyes to alvary, 
And see the love he bears to thee; 
Ah! what a sight dost thou behold! 
“The half has never yet been told.”’ 

- Upon the lifted cross thou’lt see 
Thy Saviour in great agony. 
Behold upon his head a crown, 
Which causes blood to trickle down! 
His pierced hands, his feet, his side, 
For thee pour forth a crimson tide. 
Oh, hear his agonizing ery! 
Eli lama sabachthani! 
*Tis finished,’ now he meekly said, 
And gently bowed his dying head. . 
All Nature mourns at such a sight ; — 
The earth doth wear the garb of night; 
The living men start back amazed, 
While sleeping dead to life are raised. 
The temple’s vail is rent in twain, — 
O hark! they cry, **’Tis Christ that’s slain!” 
Now all who will may enter in, 
The great atonement’s made for sin, 
And, through the sacred One in Three, 
Can pluck of life’s ambrosial tree, 
To eat and live forevermore, 
With millions on yon peaceful shore. 
Again, dear traveller, cre we part, 
I beg of thee, give Christ thy heart. 
*Tis thine to choose, — he don’t compel, 
But offers iu thy heart to dwell. 


RECIPE FOR MAKING TATILERS.— 
Take a handful of the vine called Run- 
about, the same quantity of the root called 
Nimble Tongue, a sprig of the herb called 


Backbite, at either before or after dog 


days, a spoonful of Don’t-you-tell-it, six 
drachms of Malice, a few drops of Envy, 
— which can be purchased in any «juantit 

at the shop of Miss Tabitha ‘Teatable. 
Stir them well together, and simmer them 
for half-an-hour over the fire of Discon- 
tent, kindled with a little Jealousy ; then 
strain itthrough a ragof Misconstruction, 
hang it upon a skein of Strectyarn, shake 
it occasionally for a few days, and it 1s 
ready for use. Let a few drops be taken 
before walking out, and the sulject will 
be enabled to speak all manner of evil 
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